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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA® _ °

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoks Road, New Delhl-110001. .
iHI.ll.!_
Wo.ECI/ PN/ 2372024 Dated: 160 March, 2024

FREGS ROTE

SUBJECT: ANNOUNCEMENT OF SCEEDULE FOR OENERAL ELECTIONS O
LOR BAUHA AND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLIES OF ANDHRA PRADESH,
ARUNACHAL FRADESH, ODIBHA & SIKHIM, 2024. ©

- .
The term of 17m Lok Sabha Is due to expire on 16% June, 2024,
Article 324 of the Constitution of India bestows the Televant powers, duties
and functions upon the Election Commission of India {hereinafter ECI),
while Article 83{2) of the Conatitution of India E_.u._wﬂ.n,mn: 14 of the
Representation of the People Act-1951 provides for the conduct of the
elections to conatitute a new Lok Sabha beforc the explry of Its current
termn. In view of this constitutional and legal m_E___E-E_..u.. the Election
Commission of India has made EEEd:nuu?n Eﬂﬂﬂnnnuh for _._u._..
condust of electionna to the 18® Lok Sabha in & m..ﬂn fair, _"__E.Eua.wﬂ...n
acecessible, inctusive, iransparent and _unpnumE MARRET.
Further, ECI f alao to conduct election to the .rnm_uFE_._.n Aasemblies af .
Andhrn Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odishn and Sikidm an:..._.n the
cesgation of their terma, in exercise of the ncnwaza., and u_a_ﬂ_.n..u Eu._.n._.nn
upon under Article 324 rend with Article 172 (1] of the Constitution of
Indin and Section 15 of the Representation _uam__ﬂ Feopls Act, 1951,

+ The term and strength along with seats reserved for .mnwnnER_ Castes and

Scheduled Tribes of the Assembly Constituencies of Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikddm are as under:

Hame of : Total No. | .

State Term of Assembly of AC Reserved | Reserved

. for 8Cs for BTa

- Eata T

Andhra 120 June,2019 to 175 | 29 -q
Pradesh ."_ 1% June 2024 _ L .

RSO SISl (S | A S
%= =
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_ 2+ June,2024

250 ..._..E.nhb_.u to 147 24 33
24" June 20249

Arunachal of .80 v, .m0 S0
Pridcan 34 June,2019 o
o_w%w.

—— e ———

Siddm | 3% June209tw | 32 | 2

: _ 20 June, 2024

4. Elections to the world's largest dempcracy pose immense challenges with
respect to logistcs and man/ woman and material management and the
EE#E&FEFEEEHEEEEE_E
stakeholders, invite fnputs from all relevant departments/ organizations
and evolve a coordinated framework for smooth delivery of yet another
mound af General Election.

5. In the course of assessing varlous dimensions involved in halding elections
to the 543 Parliamentary Constitusnciss {PCs) and Assembly Election in 4
States, in particular, the parameters to be considered for their scheduling
and phasing, the Election Commission of India has planned meticulousty
for each n._......_ every aspect of clection much in advance to ensure that hese
clections are eonducted in free, fair, participative, nﬂnuﬂ_f.__ . peacefnl and
_inclusive manner.

6.1n the run-up to the General Election to Lok Sabha 2024 and
Assembly Election In 4 States, the Commission organized a Coaflerence of
the Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs] of all the States and Union Territoriea

“on 11% and 12 January, 2024 at New Delhi. All aspects of election
preparedness were reviewed for each State/UT and relevant instructians
were igsued to the CEOs to ensure efficient conduct of the elections,

7. The Commission also organised S5 Regional Conferences at
Chandigarh, Chennai, Guwahati, Ahmedabad and Lucknow to review
Poll preparednesa, to fipd out nny gapa and ways to fill them. These
Nnnmuun._. conferences were headed by the Senior Officers of the
Commission and were atiended by the Chief Electoral officers and
State Police Nodal Officers.

8. The Commission has visited many States/UTs to review the pall

- ]
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preparedness and during the visil, the Commission interacted with
political partics, enforcement _umn..ﬁ_n- sll District OHicers, 5SPa/5Ps,
Divislonal nQEE.EuEna.n Range Hmu nﬁmunﬂw EE other senior officers
of the States/UTs. A

9. The tenm of scnior officers of the Commlgslon visited verious States to
review law and order EEEHE to ascertain Statef uT apecific areas of
conoem, to discusa the quantum of Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFa)

requirsd in each Stale/ UT and to review the overall preparedness of the
- election machinery. The cooperation of ell authorities was sought for

conducting free, fair and peaceful elections scross the country under the
overall superintendence, direction and control of the Commission.

10. The Commission has reviewed the ground situation of Manlpur and has
noted that a large number of electorn registered in different constituencies
of Manipur were displaced from their native places during recent conflicts.
They are now residing in Reliel Camps in various districts of Manipur. The
Commission, after due consultation with various stale —..n_n.ﬂ.-. has
decided that special polling stations shall be set up at/pear the camps
where such electors, who apt for such fncility, will be able to regiater their
votes in EVMs. In this regard, a detail scheme for _nnnah___.—_., displaced
pereons of Maonipur to vole in reliel camps hos been issued by the
Commission on 290 Pebruary, 2024,

11. The Kashmir migront electors registered in several parts of the erstwhils
State of Jummu and Kashmir, particularly Kashmir region, were forced o
leave their native places during late 1980s and early 1990s because of
teryorist activities of extremists suppartad from across the Indian borders, In
view of this, the Commission, after consultation with the Central Government
and the State Government came out with a scheme to enable these migrant
electors to cast their vate from wherever they are residing i in the country, by

twzy of postal ballots sinoe _mmmEEEEﬁEu@ﬂn:Emhunﬁ_?Eﬂ
Stations set up at Delhi, Udhampur and Jammu since 2002, ‘
Government of Indin vide notification daled 0 August, 2019 has abrogated
Article 370 of the Constitution of Indiz and promulgated the Jammu and

r_
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Kashmir Reorganisafion Act 2019 and Union Termitory af Jammu and
Kashmir would go for elections the very first time since ils inception. In view
of this, the Commission has decided to extend the earlier scheme, as it is, for
Kashmin migrant electors from the UT of Jammu and Kashrmir.

12. The voting in these special polling stations shall be done in the similar
manner as is done at normal polling station. The CEGs/ DEOs have been
asked to provide adequate logistics and proper security. Special training
has already been given to conduct poll at such polling stations.

13. The conduct of General Elections in the entire country requircs
considerable deployment of Central and State Police Forees ta ensure
peaceful, free and foir elections with fearless participation of electors,
especially in wulnernble arcas/pockets. Mobilization, deployment and
dizengagement of these forees with minimum crisseross movement and
optimal utilization involved complex planning and detailed analysis,
carried out over several rounds of consultations with the senior officers of
-the Ministry of Home Affairs/ CAFFs/ Polive Nodal Officers of the States/
UTs. The Commission alse held discussions with the Union Home

Secrectary to highlight the areas of coordination for effective deployment of
these forces.

14. A meetmg was also held with the Chairman, Railway Board and

other senior offictals of the Ministry of Railways in regard to the specific
requirements of special trains including other logistics for smooth and
timely movement of CAPF Companies and other police forces across
States/ UTs, including their intra-State shifting durng the election period,
Indian Railways has been dirccted to mobilise rolling stocks with
appropriate [acilitics, ensure timely movement, ¢nsure cleanliness and
arganize quality food for the forces on move.

15. Keeping in view the interests of the students and also the fact that

Polling Stations are mostly located in school buildings and teachers are

engaged as polling personnel, the Commission has consciously factored-in

the examination schedules of Central Hoard of Secondary Education and

Indian Certificate of Secondary Education in the process of finallzing the
rﬂ.-ll
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pall dates. In addition to this, other relevant factors like various holidays
and festivals falling in the months of March, April and May, harvest
season in certain parts of the country and the inputs obtained from the
Indian Meteorological Department on weather conditions have also been
taken into consideration. Thus, while deciding on the number of poll days
for eachi State/ UT and the composition of the PCs that go to pollz en a
particular poll day, the Commlssian has, to the extent possible, taken all
relevant aspects and information related thereto into consideration.

The Comrenission has ﬁﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁmﬁg:uﬁﬁaﬂg._ﬁ documents issued vide
Manual f Handbeok/ Checldist/ Compendium/ Instructions/ Guidelines
and hes uploaded on lhe Commission’s website on i

These latest documents shall be used in conduct of upcoming electiona.
A, DELIMITATION OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES:

i) The Generel Election to the House of People-2024 to constitute the 18wt
Lok Sabha shall be held on the basis of the extent of Parliomentary
Constituencies as contained in the “Delimitation of Parliamentary and
Assembly n_.u..,umﬁ.cn:nmnm Order-200B" except the UT of Jammu and
Hashmir and the State of Azsam. In the UT of Jammu and Kashmir, the
General Election to the House of People-2024 shall be held on the basis of
the extent of Parllamentary Constituencies as contained In “Delimitation
Commission’s Order No. 2 vide Notification dated 5t May, 2022, In the
State of Aszam, the General Election to the House of People-2024 shall be
held on the basis of the extent of Parliamentary Constituencies as
contained in “Election Commission’s Order No. 2 vide Motification dated
L1™ August, 2023 and Corrigendum dated 1% November, 2023". Therelore,
there s no change in the extent and the status of any Parliamentary
Constituency after the General Election to Lok Sshha-2009 in the
States/UTs except the UT of Jammu and Kashmir and the State of Aszam.
i) Besides, the total number of Parliamentary Constituencies allotted to
various States/UTs including SC/ST scats except UT of Jammu & Kashmic
also continued to be the same. Az per the Jammu & Kashmir
Reorganisation Act-2019, the UT of Jammu & Kashmir was allotted a totul

¢
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of 5 (five] Parlinmentary Seats and the UT of Ladakh was allotted 1{onej
Parliamentary seat.

ili) Section 6 of the *The Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu
{Merger of Union Territories) Act-2019 dated 9% December, 20197
provides that "On and from the appointed day, there sholl be allocated two
seats to the Union territory of Dadra and Magar Haveli and Daman and Diu
in the House of People and the First Schedule lo the Represemiation of
People Act, 1950 shall be deemed to be amended sccordingly®. Therefore,
the General Electon to the House of Peaple-2024 for Union Territory of
Dadra and Nager Havell and Daman and Diu shall also be held on the
basiz of the extent of Parliamentary Constituencies as contained in the
“Delimitation of Parliamentary and Assembly Constiluencies Order-2008°.
B. DELIMITATION OF ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCIES:

i) General Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of Andfra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim shall e held an the basis of
the extent of Assembly Constituencies as contained in the said Delimitation
Order-2008. The total number of ACs allotted to these States, including
SCfST seats, shall also contnue to be the same.

(i} As per “Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act-2014{No.6 of 2014)° duted
1% Mareh, 2014 & "Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation (Remaoval of Diflicultics)
Order-2015" dated 237 April, 2015 and subscquently Commission’s
Maotification No.282/AP/201B[DEL) dated 22r= Seplember, 2018, the tolal
number of Parlismentary and Assembly Constitucncies assigned in respect

of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana States shall be as under: -

s. State Parlinmentary Aszembly Constituencies
N Constituencies
a. Tota | SC ST Tot sC 5T
1 al
1 Andhra 25 4 1 175 9 T
Pradesh
2 Telangann 17 3 2 119 19 12
3
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18.

TRAINING OF ELECTION OFFICIALS:

i} General Elections to Lok Sabha in India is considered to be the biggest
man managsment exercise in the world, It invalves & mammoth lask 1o
mobilize election machinery of more than 12 million officials for this
Exercise. 1

i} Training of these officials thus becomes essential for flawless conduct of
elections. Training of such o magniwde can be completed in a cascaded *
manner whereby master trainers are prepared and they in mum irain the
participanta. India International Institute of Democracy and Election
Management (IIDEM) was established by the Election Commission of India
in June 2011 to fulfill this important task of training of clection officinls
fram lndin and abroad. IIIDEM has since been working to achieve ils
chjectives.

ill) For General Elections to Lok Sabha and simultanecus Assembly
Election in 4 States, IIIDEM hos wained 237 Natlonal Lewel Master
Tralncre [NLMTs) and 1804 State Level Master Tralners [SLMTe|, whe
have been training the Assembly Level Trainers (ALTs), District Level
Mpster Trainers [DLMTs) and other officiela of Election Machinery in
cascading manner,

iv) IIIDEM has organized the following programs to train the
important election functionarica:

4] Certification Propram for District Election OfMeers |DEOs) and
Returning OfMicers [ROs] for General Elections to Lok Sabha 2024: An
in-depth training program of 2 days per batch was arganised for all Distrct
Election Officers [DECs) and Returning Officers from all States/ UTs at
NIDEM. 16 balches comprising of DEQs/ROs of all Stotes/UTs was
organized from 5% 1o 29% Dec 2023, wherein B37 oflicers have been
truined in all the aspects of elections.

b] Certification Program for Assistant Returnlog Officers (for
Parlinmentary Constitueneles) of all States/UTs at State ATIs: 1IIDEM
has conducted 5 days certification programme for AROs [of PC) of all

&
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States/UTs at State ATIs wherein about 5000 AR [in around 130
batches) were trained at all States/UTs from 278 November 2023 to 204
March 2024,

cl Certification Program for Returning OffcersfAssistant Returning
Officers of 4 States having simultaneous elections at Btate ATIs:
DIDEM has conducted S days certification programme for about 1100
ROs/AROs (of AC) of 4 States i.e. Arunachal Pradesh, Silddm, Odisho and
Andhra Pradesh having simiultaneous elections.

d] Tralning of EROs at IIIDEM/Stwate ATI: HIDEM bas copducted Ope-
day online training for EROs of all States/UTs in the months of Oct-
Nov,2023 in 12 batches. A total of 3100 EROs participated in the training
programme.

19. SYETEMATIC® VOTERS' EDUCATION AND ELECTORAL

PARTICIPATION [SVEEP).-

BVEEP [Systematic Voters® Education and Electaral Participation) iz &
comprehensive programme abmed at reinforcing voter education and
promoting active participation in indis's democratic process. The need for
SVEEP ariscs from the Election Commission of India's unwavering
commitment 1o ensuring the participation of ecvery voter in this
monumental ¢elebration of democracy.

SVEEP employs a combination of general and targeted interventions,

* carefully tailored to align with the socioeconomie, cultural, and

_n_n_.:nnquﬁ.ﬁn characteristics of cach stale. SVEEP addresses not only the

registration gaps but also more glaring issues such as voler apathy,

behaviourel patterns, end the reasons behind such apathy in different

elections. L

For enhancing electoral participation, the Commission has directed to take

following initintives:

a) Low Voter Turnout [LVT] analysis: CEOs/ DEOs have been directed
to identily low wvoter turnout PSs/ ACa/ PCs and take larpeled

. initiatives to address specilic gaps.

Sige 9|58

b} Identification of district specific themes of PS:

As the PS is the basic unit of election machinery, it hos been directed to

focus on district wise PSs for targeted interventions reaching out

various groups ke women, PWD, Transgender, PVTGs, etc. Model

Folling stations to be set up keeping in view the NVD theme. ]

€] Turnout Implementation Flan [TTF): With a strategic focus on

incresging voter participation and engagement, the TIP delineates

strategies at the Assembly Constituency level to address low voter
turnout and enhance everall partieipation in the runnn.m:n elections.

.w...__, adopting a targeted approach nt the grassroots fevel, TIP aims to
amplify democratic participation and. ensure that every eligible voter
exercises their right to vote.

d} Focus oo urban and youth apathy: ECI has been addressing the
pressing issue of wban and youth apathy in ,_n__nﬂr__:.... The voting
percentage in Ceneral Election to Lek Sabha - 2019 was 67.4%, for
which the Commission has taken as a chullenge to improve upon, just
like its mission of "No Voter to ba Left Behind™

e] Election Commission has captured clection festivities under its
umbrella theme “Chunav ka Pary, Desh ka Gary™ [Elections: The
Bippest Festival and Pride of the Nation]. The overarching theme of this
campaign depicts elections as the biggeat festival of democracy, the
pride of an individual and the country.

f) Targeted campaign such as #MemPhelaVoteDeshheblye in nlsg
launched to encourage first-time voters to participate in the electoral
PrUCLSS,

El SVEEP is also leveraging the celebrities and Influencers’ reach in
disseminating votcr awareness, another such effort is a _u.qn_.n_chﬂ_un af
short flm “My Vote, My Doty”,

h) Partnership and esllaboration: ECI has collaborated with the Ministry
of Education, Ministry of railways, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas,” the Depariment of Poats, the Indian Bankinpg Associatlon, ete, to
expand its vater ouwtreach and awareness efforts. Through these

I
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, organisations, SVEEP aims to enhance-electoral literacy among youth
and increase voler enpagement across the country.

i) Engagement of Natiooal Icom: To bridge the gap between citizens,
especially youth and urban population, EC! appointed Bharat Ratna
Sechin Tendulkar and acter, Rajkumar Rao as National fcons’. This
collaboration marks a significant siep lowards leveraging their impact
and popularity o increase volers' participation in the forthcoming
General Elections 2024,

j) Engagement and Utllisation of local lcone:

The States have been directed to identily and enpage local influential
personalities as Election fcons. This would nat only add value to the
message of voter awarcness as well as increase the general uﬁ:n__ﬁ.a in
the specific region.

k) SVEEP is using tools like social media to increase voter turmout and
make the electora) process more inclusive wnd mecessible. Promoting
online portals, and mobile apps o empower cllizens with knowledge
about their electoral rights and simplify online electoral services,

SVEEP plays a crucial role in promoting voler awareness and participation,

emphasising the importance of democratic engepement in building a

stronger and maore inclusive society. A=z the Election Commisaion prepares

for the General Elections of 2024, it remaoins committed to empowering
citizens and strengthening democracy through its SVEEP initiatives.

20, DISTRICT, AC LEVEL AND BOOTH LEVEL ELECTION
MANAGEMENT PLAN: =

The District Election Officers have been asked to prepare a
comprehensive District Election Management Flan in consultation with
55Ps/5Pa and Sector Officers, including the route plan and the
communicetion plan for conduct of elections, These will be vetled by the
Obszerver, taking into account vuinerability mapping exercise and mapping
af critical poll stations, in mccordance with ..m._n._n:n: Commission of
1ndia's extant insbructions. !

I

Prgeo 21]I0

21. COMMUNICATION PLAN:

Commisgion attaches great importance 1o preparation  and
implementation of a perfect communication plan  at  the
distriet fesnatituency level for the smooth conduct af elections and to
enable concurrent intervention EE mid-course correction én the poll day. -
For the =zaid purposs, the ﬂnEﬂ.uu_nn has directed the Chief Electoral

Officers of all the States/UTs to coordinate with the cfficers of Departrnent ™

of Telecommunication in the State headguarter, BSNL muthorities, ‘the’
_..a_H.umn:Em,._nw of other leading telecom service providers in the State so
that network status in the State is assessed and communication shadow
areas be identified. The CEQs have nlzo been instructed to prepare the best
cammunication plam in their Stales and make suitable alternate
arrangements in the communication shadow areas by providing Satellite
Fhones, Wircless sets, Special Runners etc.

Further, the Commission has also directed 1o improve the condition of
connecting ronds for smooth movement of polling pamies, security forces, -
voters and other election machineries. In cosc of waler woys, proper *
mrrangements of boatsfferries ete. (= to vu ensured during election.

22. INTEGRATED CONTROL ROOMS AT DIFFERENT LEVEL:

The Commission has dirccted 1o set up Jntegrated Control Rooms at State
Level and District Level [or monitoring of election related activities and
ensuring co-ordination among various agencles during election for smooth
conduct of free and fair electon. These control room shall be equipped
with all required technical support under responsible effcers Lo monilor,
communicale and manage vorious election related activities efficiently,
These contrel rooms have effective communication egquipment, conioct
numbers of all election related offices/olficers for coordinating nctivitiea
and responding o incdenis. These integrated cantrol room shall serve as
o ncrve center for efficient monitoring, control and management of
different anmﬂn_ﬂ. of elections, helping n_uﬂmnnw thorities.

j 5
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23. NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON INCLUSIVE ELECTIONS
(NACIE): .
Election Commission of India's endeaveur has been to promote equity and
ensure quality of the electoral system ___-__.m_.._... the objective of upholding
democratic values and principles.  Action oriented plans are being
executed at the State and District level across the country, 16 cnsure
inclusive clectiona in letter and spirit, however, to have a focused and
scaled up approach in the context of General Elections 2024, the
Commission has formed a Natlonal Advisory Committee on mu._n,_nn—uu
Elections [NACIE]. The focus of the Committee has been to identdfy
various marginalized communitiea such as ransgenders, PVTGs, homeleas
people/nomadic groups, sex workers, women in difficult circumatances,
cte, and ensure their electoral participation.

24. ELECTORAL ROLLS: ~

A. Commission firmly believes thal pure and updated electoral rolla are
the foundation of free, fair and credible elections. Hence, intensive and
sustained h._o..n_._.u is placed wpon improving its quality, health and Gdelity.
After the amendment in Section 14 of the Representation of the People Act-
Em.q_ by the Election Laws {Amendment] Act-2021, there iz a provision of
four qualifiiing dates to enroll as a voler in a year. Accordingly, the
Commission conducted the Special Summary Revision of Electornl Roll
with u.nu.n_...-_nm to 1% Januvary, 2024, as the quallfying date, wherein
applications were invited from eligible cilizena seeking registrotion in
electoral roll with respect to 1at January, 2024 as the qualifying date. After
time-bound completion of Specinl Summary Revision of Electoral Rolls with
referenes to 18 January, 2024 as the qualifying date, the Minal publication
of the electoral roll has been done as per following timeline - 2

&1, MName uqm_.n_.ﬂ_.__‘nﬂh Mumber of|Dae for  Final
MNao. $ States/UTs ._mn_umnﬁin - |
= Electoral Roll
1 | Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, 14 S January, 2024
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Odishn, Sikkim,

17 o ..w.nu.um.uu

Tripura, . AN Ialand,
Chandigarh, - D&D-D&N
Haveli, Ladakh, Lakshadweep
and Puducherry
2 | Hagaland 1 10m January,
2024
3 | Andhra Pradesh, Bihar 13 22w January,
Haryana, Jharkhand, 2074
Kamataka, Kerala, Manipur,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu,
Uttarakhand, West Bengal,
Jammu & Kashmir & NCT af
Delhi
4 | Urtar Pradesh, Maharashtra 2 23 January,
2029 |
5 | Assam, Chhattisgarh, Madhys & £% February, 2024
Pradesh, Mizoram, Rajasthan
and Telangana -

However, the process of con tinuous updation of electoral rolls will continue

till the last date of filing nominatons, with respect to prodmate quallfilng |

dale.

B; The totel elecioraie in the country as per finally published Electoral

rolla with reference to 01.01.2024 as the qualifying date iz 968.8 million
compared (0 896 million in 2019, This marks an incrense of more than
72.8 million clectors. Over 18.4 milljon electors ore in 1B-19 yCAra age
group. Electors in the age group of 18-19 yeara constituie 1.89% of total
electors. The number of electors enrolled as "Third Gender” .Ti:n: as TG)
is 48,044, Parlininent amended the Repreaentation of the Peoplz Act, 1950,
allowing enrollment of Indinn cltizens living overseas as elcctors. 1,18,439
averseas electors have been enrolled in the current electaral rolls. There are
19,08,194 scrvice clectors in the electoral rolls. There is a tolal of
B8,35,449 PwD all over the country in which there exist 52,65,076 male
Pwi electors, u.m.mn.nuw fermale PwD clectors .Emﬂan. Third Gender PwD
electora. As on' 10 March, 2024, there I3 a total of §1,87,999 Senior
Citizen electors sbove 85 years and 2,18,442 electars abave 100 years.

€. The Commisslon, in order to maximlze participation from all strata of

«socicty and improve the health of the clectoral roll has taken all possible -
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efforis to:

i Ensure maximum cnrolment of wulnerable proups like PwDs, Third
Gender and sex workers by collaborating with reputed C80s, For ﬂ.z.m.an_n.
engape with NACO [National AIDS conirol arganisation) te ensure
meximumn enrolment of sex workers.

iij Remove logical errors, demographically similar entries, and phote-
gimilar entries in the elecworal roll after following proper field verification
and stabulory processes.

iif} Focus on the enrolment of young voters especially who attained the
qualifying ape i.e, 18 years on 1* January, 2024 & 1= Aprl, 2024,

iv) Rationalize.Polling Stations with due diligence. Each and every polling
station has been physically visited by senior officers, and shifting of polling
stations to new and better infrastructore bulldings hoas alse been
considersd nfter ﬂnmnsw_ﬁ due procedures.

v) Other Government database like database of Social Wellare
Department, SACO ete. for vulnereble groups of citizens, as benchmark,
were considered for enbaneed registration of these group.

v} The Commission enforees the Assured Minimum Facilities along with
accessibility [rendly infrastrecture for PWDs ood senior citizens in the
polling stations, CEQs/DECs have been dizected to create permanent
infrastruchures such 85 ramps at the polling stutions.

vii) Polling Staton Locations with three or more Polling Stations have been
planned for scparate E___E. and exit 85 &5 to avold any untaward (ncidents
related to any or public order,

viiijThe Commission has encouraged the DEOs to use eco-friendly
materials and exhibit local culture and art to create Model Polling Stations.
Each District should have ot lzast one such Model Polling Stalion, 23 far as
possible.

ix) List of B5+, PwDs eic. has been prepared and @ communication of
respect/recognition has also been sent o muoke them feel important parts
of society.
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25. PHOTO ELECTORAL ROLLS AND ELECTOR PHOTO
CARDS |EPIC): .

Photo Electorad Rolls will be used during the General Elections to Lol
Sabha and Stote Legislative Assemblics of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim, EPIC is ene of the documents for establishing
the identity of the elector at the time of voting. All oul efforts are being
made (o ensure 100% delivery of EPIC to all newly registered electors.

26. VOTER INFORMATION SLIPS (VIS):
To facilitste volers in dmowing the seral number of electoral roll in
their polling siation, date of pall, time ete., Voier Information Slip® will be
izsued. Voter Information Skip will include information like Polling Station,
Date, Time cle. with QR eade but not the photograph of the voter. Veter
Information Slips will be distributed at least 5 days’before the date of poll
ta all enrclled electors, by the District Election Officer. However, Voter
Information SUp will not be allowed a8 proof of the identity of voters.
27. ERAILLE VOTER INFORMATION SL1Pe:

To ensure case of participation and active engagement of m_....ﬂn:u with
Disabilities [FWDta) in the elecioral process, the Commisaion has directed 1o
issue Accessible Vorer Information Slips wilh Braille Features (o Pergons
with Visaal Impairment, along with normal Voter Information Slips.

Z8. VOTER GUIDE: -

Az done in the last elections, o Voter Guide {in WindlfEnglish/Local
Language) shall be provided 10 every eleetor’s household ahead of elections,
giving them information about the date and time of the poll, contact detalls
af the BLOs, imporiant websites, helpline numbers, documents required
for identificatinn at the polling station besides other Importont infarmatisn
including the Do's and Dan'ts for vaters at the polling station, This Voler
Guide Brochure will be distributed along with Voter Information Slips by
the BLOs.

29, MEAEURES TO PREVENT IMPERSONATION:
BLOs have done nn.un. to door survey and prepared a list of vaters
found absent [rom the place of their ordinary residence. Similorly, nomes
le
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of shilted and dead voters. Whaee names could not be deleted, shall also be
added to this list by BLO=. This jint of Absent, Shifted e Dead (ASR) voiern

shall -..._n given: togthe Presiding Officera on the poll tny, Camminnlan hna

issued instructions that vaipg will be nllowed anly nfer praper

Identification of voters. ldentiication shall be done on the bosls of BME or
other alternative identity documcnts permitted by the Commission.
Presiding Officers are required to double check the identity of voters whose
names are on the ASD list.

30. IDENTIFICATION OF VOTERa AT POLLING S8TATION«:

For identification of voters or Folling Siotion, the Vater slal present hin
EPIC or any of the following identification documenta na appraved by the
Commission: -

i Andhoar Card,
i. MGNREGA Job Card,
il Possbooks with photograph issued by Bank/Fost Ofice,

E.. _.-nm._a_..H:Equbnnm;ﬂ:ﬂuau.uunnﬂﬁun_nqﬁn aa_.ﬂE:n aﬁz:u
: Ministry of Labour, . i :

v, Driving License,

vi. PAN Card,

vii. Smaort Card issued by RGOl under NPR,
viii., [ndien Passport,

i Pension document with phetegraph,

i i i d to employess by
Service Identity Cards with phatograph issue .
- Central/State Govt./ PSUs/Public -..E..::nn Companies,

Official identity cards issucd o MPs/MLAs/MLCs and

xii. Unigue Disability 1D [UDID) Card, issued by M/o Social

Justice f Empowerment, Government na.__ﬂsni.

31. POLLING STATIONS AND SPECIAL FACILITATION-
1 in i aitio

.____..._.nH shall be a maximum of 1500 clectors in a polling station. Therd 1s

1.19% increase in the number of Polling Stationa in the StatesfUTs as

compared with the Number of Palling Stations in 2019. The total number
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of pelling station countrywide is 10,498,202,
i e

The Commiszion has fssued instructions to ﬂua...ﬂ_._._n— Electoral Officers of
all States/UTs to ensure that every _m.uEhm. Station needs to be on the
graund floor and, shall have accessible road in good condition leading to
the pelling station building and is equipped with Assured Minimum
Facilities (AMFs] like drinkdng water, waiting shed, toilet with water facility,
adequate arrangements for lighting, ramp of proper gradient for the PwD
electora and o standard voling compartment ete. The anEmuan has
directed CEOQ/DEOs to take cfforts o make permanent ramp and

permanent infrastructure at every polling station.
il sible Election-Facilitati i
Scnior Citizens:
a. All polling atations are located on the ground foor, and ramps with

praper gradicnts are provided for the convenlence af differently abled ™

electors and sonior citizens with wheelehairs,

b. Further, in order to provide largeted and need-bnsed [lacilitntion to
PwDs voters and Senior Citizens, the Commiasion has directed that all
persons with disabilities and senior citizens in an Assembly Constituency
are [dentificd and tagped to their respective Polling Stations and necoasary
diznbility-specific arrangements made for their smooth and convenient
voting expericnce an poll day, )

£. Ildentified PwD bnd senior citizens electors will he nssisted by
volunteers appointed by ROSDEQ. Special facilitation will be made for PwD
and senior citizens electors ar Polling Stationa,

d. Also, it has been directed that persons with disability n_nnpu_.u & senior
citizens are given priority for entering palling bo itha.

e Eaiumunnwa made for designated parking spaces close to the entrance
of polling station premise and special facilitation extended to clectors with
speech and hearing impairment, Specinl focus has been laid on

sensitization of polling persannel regarding apecial necds of the differently
abled clectors,

|8
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f The Commission has directed the Chiel Electaral Officers (CEOs) that
thefe should be proper transport facilities for PwD and genior citizens
electors in each and every polling stalion on the day of poll. The PwD
eleclors can request for a wheelchair facility by regisiering on Soksham-
ECI App- _ .
g At the Pelling Station, visually impaired persons can take 8 companion
along with him/her to cast his/her vole on his/her behall as provided in
Rule 49 N of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1951.
h. Besides, Dummy Baliot Sheets in Braille are avoilable at Polling
Stations, any visually impaired persons can use this shest and, afler
studying content of this sheet can cast his/her vote on hiafher own using
Braille facdity on Ballot Units of ﬂ.__u___u without any help from companion.
iv) Voler It ters: ’
In order to fulfil the statutory requirements under Rule 31 of the Conduct
of Elections Rules, 1961 and 1o provide accurale and relevant information
for voter awareness and informadon at cach polling station, the
- Commission has slso directed that uniform and standardized Volor
Facilitation Posters {(VFF) [total of FOUR {4} klnd of Posters] Le.
1. Polling Station Detalls,
2. List of Candidates,
3. Do's and Don’ts and
4, Approved Ident{fication Documents & How to Vaote
‘ehall be prominently displayed at all Polling Stations.
v] Voter Assistance Booths (VABL . .
a. Voter Assistance Booths shall be set up for every ‘poliing station
lseation, having a tenm of BLO Jfefficials in order to assist __._.n.".n_.n 1o correctly
g booth number end serial number in the electoral
pooth, The VABs will be set up with

[ it wi i the
i ¢ that it will be conspisuous o

i signage and in such @ manne

praminent

as they approach the palling premise/building 1o enable them o
votera i

spck required facllitation an poll day. |
b. The alphabetic locates |as per the

locating her/fhis pollin
oll of that concerned polling

English alphabet) generated with

1% sage 19158

BKO Nt is plased 8t VAB 10 search the pimé £asily and to kmow the sena
it by __= the Eleciernl Roll,

vi)  Biundorgicd Young Comporyycn 19 ensure Secrecy of Voting:

o In ordor 10 nitintain the scerecy of (hevote at the tme of the poll and to
achieve ynlfppnity in the use of wolipg COTCpArtments, the nﬂu.n_..n.-..—h.mmnﬂ

) instructed that the height of the Voting Compartmenta should be 30 inches

and the Voting Compartment should be placed on o teble whose height
shall be 30 inches. Only corrugated plastic sheet (flex board) of steel-grey
colour, which lo completely opaque ond reusable, shall be used o make
the vollng comportments. The Commission hopes that the use of these
atundardized ond uniform Veting Compartments in all the polling stations
will prunslute inlo grealer _.ﬁ_nh.,.qw.np_.:-.wmu? ensure nbsolute secrecy of vate
and eliminage ud.n.w._.,hmn s and non-unifermity in the preparation D_....__n.__._.ﬂ
Compartment inside the polling stations.
b. The wvoting compartments shull nlso be pasted with sell-adhesive
stickers on \hree eides of the voling compartment depicting name of
elegtlon, Mame of Stote/UT, AC/PC Number & name, date of poll, P 5
number nnd Nome cic,

32. FACILITIES FOR PwD VOTERS, 86+ SENIOR CITLZENS, ELECTORS
LEMI'LOYED i EBSENTIAL . SBERVICES AND COVID
SUSPECT/AFFECTED VOTERE:

A Fuole 2TA of n.._._.n Conduect of Election=s Rules, 1961 has rnn:. amended 1o
provide the optionel postal ballet facility to *Abseniee Volers®. *Absentec
Viorer® has been defined in elausze (ma) of Rule-27A of the Conduct of
Elections Rules, 1961, end includes person who is employed in essential
worvices|AVES], senior cilizens jobove B5 year of age][AVSC|, Persons with
Digobillty (with henchmork or obove disablityl{AVCO] and COVID 19
sugnect or offected pergona[AVCO|. The category of easentinl services =
notified by the Election Commisslen under Section 60[C) af the R.P. Act,
1951 In consultation with the Jovernment. ;

The following procedures have also been made in the existing
Guldelines for Voling through postal ballot by Absentee Voters in the
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categary of Senior Citizens, PwDs and Covid-19 suspect or affected
PCrsons: -

i) An Absentee Voler wishing to vote by Postal Ballot has to make
application to the Returning Officer (RO) of the constituency concerned, in
Form-12D, giving all requisite particulars. Such applications seeking postal
ballot facility should reach the RO during the period from date of
announcement of clection to five days following the date of notifeation of
the clection concerned.

ifj In cesc of absentes voters belonging to PwD category [AVFD), who opt
for postal ballot, application (Form 12D) should be necompanied by a copy
of benchmark disability eertificate specified by the concerned appropriate
Government, under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.

iii) Distibution of Form 12D by BLD:

a) BLO will visit the houses of the absentee voters in category af AVSC,
AVPD and AYCO, as per details provided by the RO, in the Folling Station
area and deliver Form 12D to the concerned clectors and obtsin
acknowlsdgements from them.

bl If an elector is not availabls, BLO shall share his/her contact details
and revisit to collect it within five days of the notification.

¢} The elector may or may not opt for Postal Ballot, Uf hefshe opts for
Postal Ballot, then the BLO will collect the filled-in-Form 12D from the
house of the elector within five days of the notification and deposit with the
RO forthwith. ' :

d) Sector Officer shall supervise the process of distribution and collection
of Farm 12D by BLO=s under the overall supervizion of RO.

iv) Further, the RO shall share list of all such AVSC, AVFD and AVCO,
whose applications in Form 12D for availing Postal Ballot facility have been
approved by him, with the Contesting Cundidates of recognized political
parties in printed hardcopy.

8. A polling team comprising of 2 polling officials out of which at least one
<hould be not below the rank/level of the official appointed as polling
officer for polling station and one micro observer along with a videographer
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and security will then go to the slector's address along with a Voting
Compartment and get the electar 1o vole on the Postal Ballot maintaining
complete secrecy of vote. Candidates will be provided a list of these electors |
in advanee and will alsa be provided the schedule of voting and the route
chart of the palling partics so that they can send their representatives to
witness the polling procedure. Postal Ballots will then be stored securely by
the Returning Officer.
C. This is an optional facility and does not lavelve any Postal Department
for mailing arrangemsnt.
D. Commission has directed the Chiel Electoral Officers of all StatesfUTs
to take necessary steps to disseminate information and extend facilitation
to the above categories of Voters, If they exercise their choice to do so.

33. MODEL FOLLING ETATION AND POLLING STATIONS MANAGED BY
WOMEN, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES -
As part of s firm commitment towards gender equality and greater -
constructive participation of women in the electoral proceas, the
Comrmisslon has also directed that, to the extent possible, at least one -
polling station each managed exclusively by women and Persons with
Dizabilities shall be sel up in cvery Constituency in all poll going
States/UTs. In such women managed Polling Stations, all election stafl,
including police and security personnel, will be women. A minimum ons
Model Polling Station per Constiluency shsll alse be set up using and
depicting local materials and art forms,

34. NOMINATION PROCESS:

Brief description abaut filing of nomination are as given balase

A. Additional option to facilitate opline mode in nominatiosn has been
provided:
ij Womination form will also be ovailable onpline on the website of
CEQs/DEOs. Any intending candidate may-fill It online and Its print may
be taken for submission before the Returning Officer after duly slgning by
himfher & required no, of proposers and pasting ' phetograph on it as
specificd in Forme=1 (Rule-3 of Conduct of Election Rules 1961).
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i} Afficdavit may also be filled online on the website of CEOs/DEODs, its
print can be taken and afller putting signatare of the deponent and

" notarization it may be submitted along with the nomination form befare the

Returning Officer.

iif) Candidate may deposit security money through online mode at the
designated platform. However, a candidate will continue to have the option
of deposit in cash in the treasury.

iv) Candidate may also exercisc the oplion to scek hisfher elector
cenification for the purpose of nomination ooline,

B. Further, Commission has directed the following:

1§ Retumning Officer’s chamber should have w:mmﬂ—.nﬂn.n_h.wﬂﬂ to perform the
functions of nomination, serutiny and symbol allocation.

i) Returning Oficer should allot staggered time in advance to prospective
candidates.

i) All steps required to be taken for the submission of nomination form
and affidavit shall continue to operate as per the provisions contained in
the Representation of the People Acl, 1951.

35. AFFIDAVITS OF CANDIDATES:

A. All Columns o be filled in:

In pursuance of the judgment dated 13th Ssptember, 2013 passed by
the Supreme Court in Writ Petition (C] Ne. 121 of 2008 [Resurgence India
Vs Election Commission of Indiz and Another), which among other things
maekes it obligatory for the Returning Officer "o check whether the
information required is fully furnished [by the candidate] at the time of
filing of aflidavit with the nomination paper”, the Commission has issued
instruetions that in the affidavit to be filed along with the nomination
paper, candidates are required to fill up all the columns. I any column in
the affidavit is left blank, the Returning Officer will issue a notice 1o the
candidate to file the revised affidavit with all columns duly filled in. After
such notice, il a nnﬁ.mpmﬁn still fails to fAle allidavit complete in all respects,
the nomination paper will be liable to be rejected by the Returning OQfficer
at the time of scrutiny.

i3 " Papaanis

Vide Notifications dated 16 September, 2016, 7 April, 2017 and 26
February, 2019, Nominatisn Farms 24, 28, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G & 2H have
been amended. Affidavit in Form 25 has also been amended vide

Notification dated 26" February, 2019 mmaking provisions of

i} Mandatory disclosure of 'PAN' for candidates who have been allotted the

number ar to state clearly that No PAN allotted' for those candidates

without & PAN;

if) Details of total income a3 declared in the Income Tax return filed in the
. last 5 years to be declared for candidate, spouse and HUF: and

dependents;

il Details to be provided of Assets (movable/immovable) held sbroad

including bencficial intereat in any offshore entity/trust by sell, spouse,

HUF or Dependents. Copy of amended Nomination Forms and Afidavit are

available on the Commission's website

Candidate nomination & other Forms.

36. CANDIDATES WITH CRIMINAL CASES:

i} Candidates with criminal antecedents are required Lo publish
information in this regard in newspapers and through television channels
on three occasions during the campaign period. A polilical party that sets
up candidates with criminal antecedents is also required to publish
information sbout crimioal background of jts candidates, both on s
website and also in newspapers and television channels on  three
OCCAasinns.

i) Commisslon wide its letter MNo. 3/4/2019/5DR/VolIV dated 185»
September, 2020 has direcled that the period apecified will be decided with
three blocks in the following manner, so that electors have sufficlent time
to kmow ebout the background of such candidates:

fo]  Within first 4 days of date of withdrawal of Nominations.
b Belween next Sth- Sthdays.
{c) From 9th day tll the last day of campaign (the second day prior o
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dare of poll).

(Mlustration: i the last date for withdrawal {s 10th of the month and poll is
on 24th of the Month, the first block for publishing of declaration shall be
done betuseen 1Jth and 14th af the Month, second and third blocks shall ba
between [5th and 18th and 159th and 22nd of that Month, respectively.)

) This requirement is in pursuance of the judgment of the Honble
Supreme Court in Writ Petition[C} No. 784 of 2015 (Lok Prahar Vs. Union
of India & Others} and Writ Petition(Civil]) Ne. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest
Foundation & Ors. Vs, Union of India & Anr).

37. POLITICAL PARTIES SETTING UP CANDIDATES WITH CRIMINAL
CASES:

i} In pursuance of the Hon'ble Supremne Court Order dated 132 Februsary,
2020 in Contempt Petition [C)No. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C] No. 536 of 2011, it
is mandatary for political parties [at the Central and Stare election level] to
uplead on their website detziled information regarding individoals with
pending cominal eases [[neluding the nature of the offences, and relevant
particutars such as whether charges have besn framed, the concerned
Court, the case pumber etc.) who have been selected as candidates, slong
with the rcasons for such selection, =5 also as to why other individusls
without eriminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates. The
reasons as (o zelection shell be with reference to the gualifications,
achievements and merit of the candidate concerncd, and not mere
"winnability” at the polls.

ii} This infoermation shall also be published in:

a) One local vernacular newspaper and one national newspaper;

b] On the official social media platforms of the political party, including
Facebook & Twitler.

iii) These details shall be published within 48 hours af the selection of the
candidate and ndt prior to two weeks before the first date of filing of
nominations. The political party eancerned shall then submit a report of
compliance with these directions with the Election Commission within 72
hours of the selection of the said candidate. If a political party fails to
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submit such compliance report with the Election Commission, the Election
Commiasion shall bring such non-compliance by the politeal party
coricerned to the notice of the Supreme Court as being in contempt of this
Court's orders/directions. The Commission’s instructlons lasued vide letter
no. 3/4/2020/SDR/VelIll dated &% March, 2020 available on the
Commission’s website may be seen.

iv] The Honble Supreme Court in HOrajesh Singh v Sunil Arora & Ors.
[Contempt Petition [C) No. B£56/2020 in Contzmpt Petition (C) Wo.
21922018 in WP(C) No. 536/201 1]] issued some additional directions vide
judgment dated 10082021, which has been circulated vide Commission's
letter No. 3/4/SDR/VOLT dated 26.08.2021, which iz available on the
Commission’s website. Following are the directions which are concerned
with the m_.wﬁ:nm._ parties: -

&) Political parties are to publish information regarding criminal antecedsnts
of candidates on the homepage of their websites, thus making it easier for
the voter to get to the information tha! has {o be supplied. It will also become
necessary now o have on the homepage a eaption which "candidotes with
criminal antecedents”;

bl We clarify thet the direction in porogroph 4.4 of our Order dated
13.02.2020 be medified and it iz clarified that the detalls which are required
to ke published, shall be published within 48 hours of the sclection of the
candidate and not pror o two weeks before the first date of filing of
nominations; and

¢} We reiterate that if such a pelitical party fails to submit such compliance
report with the ECI the ECI shall bring such noncompliance by the political
party to the rotice of this Court as being in conlempt of this Courl's
Crders/ directians, which shall in future be viewsd very seriously.

38. ECO-FRIENDLY ELECTIONS:

Election Commission has issued advisories on several oceasions urging
political partes and candidatss to use only environment-friendly material

* and to aveld single-use plastic and non-blodegradable material in their

election campalgn activitics. Protecting the environment is not an

2h
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individual task but a collective responsibility and hence the Commission
wrges all the political parties o avoid the wse of plastic/polythene and
similar non-biedegradable matenals for preparation of posters, banners,
etc. during election campaign in the interest of environment and human
health. In this connection, on 18" August, 2023, Commission has issucd a
compiled instruction 1o all CEOs and political parties (o make sur elections
eco-frisndly.

Further, RGT has slso asked all concerned for close monitoring of
Election Commission of India's instructions in this regard.

39. PROHIBITION OF CHILD LABOUR:

As per Section 3(1) of the Child Labour (Prehibition and Regulation) Act,
1586 as amended vide the Child Labour (Prohibiton and Repgulation)
Amendment Act, 2016, no child shall be employed or permitted to work in
any occupation or process.  The Commission has also taken strang
exception 10 use of children in any way in election related wark,
instructinn has been issued in this regard on 5% February, 2024,

40. MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT:

i} Model Code of Conduct comes into effect immediately from the
announcement of schedule, All the provisions of the Model Code will apply
to all States/UTs with regard to all candidates, palitical pariies and the
government of the said States. The provisions of Model Code of Conduct
shall also be applicable to the Union Government.

i} The Commission has made elaborate arrangements lor ensuring the
effective implementation of MCC Guidelines. Any viclation of these
Guidelines weuld be strictly dealt with and the Commission re- emphasizes
that the instructions issued in this regard from time to ime should be read
and understood by all political parties, contesting candidates and their
agents /représentatives, to aveid any misgivings or lack of information or
inadequate understanding/interpretation. The OCovernments of all
Siates/UTs have also been directed to ensure that no misuse ol official
machineryfpositdon is done during the MCC period.

iif) The Commission has alse issued instructions for swift, cflfective and
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stringent action for enforcement of Medel Code of Conduet during the first
72 hours of annocuncement of the election schedule and also for
meiniiining exoa vigllance and strict enforcement action in the last 72
hours prior 1o the close of polls. These instructions have been issued in the
form of Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for compliance by the field
elecyon Hnn_.._.“.nﬂ__-

41. VIDEOGRAPHY/ WEBCASTING/CCTV COVERAGE:

To conduct free, fair, inclusive and transparent election, in polling
stations, where CAFF is not deployed due to non-ovailability or otherwise,
one or more of the following civil (non-force] measures are kept to watch
the polling process:

iy Micro Obaerver

{ifh Video Camera

(i)} CCTV

liv) Webcasting

The videography will be done during filing of nomination papers and

scrutiny thereof, allotment of symbols, Firsi Level Checking, preparalions
and storage of Eleclronic Voung Machines, important public meetings,
processions ete. during election campaipn, process of dispatching of postal
ballot papers, polling process in identified valnerabla polling stations,
storage of polled EVM:z and VVPATs, counting of votes etc. The
videographer shall record events like any attempts of intimidation of voters,
attempts of inducement/ bribing of voters, canvassing within 100 meters of
Palling Suations, Positioning of veting compartment, Mock Foll, Sealing of
EVMs and VVPATs, Voters in queues, length of gueue al the time fixed for
close af paoll, Any dispute of any nature at the Polling Station ete,
CCTV caverage is provided for the poll processes happening inside
roomsfhalls like nomination, scrutiny, withdrawal, symbol allotment,
EVM/VVPAT related processes, Border Check Posts and Static Check
Paints for effective monitoring and surveillance ste,

Minimum 50% webcasting of wotal polling siations snd all eritical
polling stations and all polling stations in vulnerable areas whichever is

8
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higher shall be dene during the poll. Such live stream data of we beasting
on pall day ehall be monitored st Integrated Control Rooms of Chiel
Electoral Oficer and District Election Officer.

Video/CCTY coverage shall be also be ensured at every stage of
counting. This coverage shall include the randomization process for
counting personnel, opening of Streng Rooms, transfer of CUs from Strong
Room to Counting Hall, Counting Hall arrangements, process of counting
and tabulation counters, checking of two CUs per round by the Observers,
secunty armangements in and outside the Counting Hall{Centre, presence
of candidates and their agenis, declaration of results, handing over of
Cesgificate of Return of Election, placing VVPAT slips in black envelopes
and smaling of EVM/VVPATs after counting and any other significant
events al the counting process,

42, MEASURES TO PREVENT PUBLIC NUISANCE:
il The Commussion has directed that the use of public address system or
loudspeakers or any sound amplifier, whether fitted on vehicles of any kind
whatsoever, or in static position used for public meetings for electioneering
Purposes, during the entire election period stanting from the date of
snnouncement of election and ending with the date of declaration of
resulrs, shall not be permitted at night between 10:00 PM to 06:00 AM.
o) Neo oudspeakers Gtied on vehicles of any kind or in any other manner
whatspever shall be permitted to be used during the period of 48 hours
ending with the hour fixed for the conclusion of the poll in any polling area,
43. POLITICAL PARTIES:

Political Parties, after our electors, are one of the most significant
ctakeholders in the electoral process, We have multi-party democracy and
the Commissien takes special efforts in ensuring that the group. which
intends to form a political party under the Representation of the people
Act-1951, are facilitated for the process of registration following the due
process timely. As on 05.03.2024, 2798 (including recognized) Political
Parties are registered with the Commission.
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44. SYMBOLS:

From first election onwards, the Commission has devised a unique
method of identilication of Political Parties and Candidates through
specific symbols. Now, this is allocated in accordance with Symbal Order-
1968, issued by the Commission under article 324 of the Constitution of
India. As on date we have 6 (zix| Recopnized National Partiez and 58
Recognized Stnte Political Parties which are already having ear-marked
symbaols. As on 05.03.2024 common symbols have been allotted to 5B
registered but unrecognized Political Parties for the General election o Lok

Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal
Fradesh, Odisha and Sikkim- 2024.

45. ADVISORY TO POLITICAL PARTIES REGARDING SILENCE PERIOD:
i) For reviewing the worldng of Secton 126 in the context of
advancements in communication technoology and riss of social media, a
Committee wus constituted by the Commission with the mandate of
studying the provisions of Section 126 of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951 and other related provisionz and to male suitable
recommendation in this regard. The Committer submitted its report to the
Commission on 10 January, 2019. Among other proposals, the
Committer: has proposed for an advisory to palitical parties for complianes
with the letter and spirit of the provizions of Section 1256, The Commission
called upon all political parties to instruct and briel their leaders and
campaigners (o ensure thar they observe the silence peried on all forms of
media as envisaped under Section 126 of the R.P. Act, 1951, and their
leaders and cadres do not commit any act that may viclate the spirit of
Section 126,

il} Jn a multi-phased election, the silence period of last 48 hours may be
on in certain constitcencies while campaign is onpoing in other
constituencies. In such event, there should not be any direct or indirect
reference amounting to soliciting suppart for parties or candidates ln the
constiluencies observing the silence period,

iii} During the silence period, star campaigners and other political leaders

Te
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should refrain from addressing the media by woy of press conferences and
giving interviews on election matrers,

46. ADVISORY TO POLITICAL PARTIES IN RESPECT OF PwDs:

i} The Commission has been made awarc of the use of derogatory or
offensive language in the political discourse about Perzon with Disabilities
(PwDs). Usage of such semantics in speechf campaign by members of any
political parties or candidates, can be interpreted as an afltant to the
PwDs. It is necessary to aveid usage of derogatory language, PwDs have 1o
be aceorded justice and respect in political discourse/ campaign.

i) To promote inclusivity and respect in the language during political
campaipn and related communications, guidelines have been issued to all
the political partics and their representatives on conduct towards PwDs
which are available on the Commission’s website,

4%7. ADVISORY ON PLUMMENTING LEVEL OF PUBLIC DISCOURSE:

The Mode Code of Conduct (MCC) is the primary regulation governing
electioneering and specifically provides for puidelines to be abserved by
political parties and candidates in relation to campaign speeches and
appeals. Its viclation especially in the case of leaders of political parties has
a widespread impact on the election process arross constituencies. The
Commission has been noticing several trends, which are at work,
destabilizing the decorum aof the political discourse during campaigning.
Apart [rom the direct violations of the MCC, trends are in play “where
systematically crafied and timed  statements, surrogate or  indirect
violations using satire to raise unverified allegations, ete, during election
campaigns. As per the Model Code of Conduct provisions, the vse of
provocative and inflammatery statements, use of intemperate and abusive
language transgressing the limits of decency, and attacks on the personal
character and eonduct of palitical rivals vitiate the lavel playing field, The
spirit af the Model Code is not Just aveidance of a direct violation, 1t alse
prohibits attempts 1o vitiate the clectoral space through supgestive or
indirect statements or innuendoes. The Commission has time and again
reiterated the MCC instructions and strongly advised and cautioned all
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National and State Parties, the RUPPa and independent, candidates to
cxercise caution and restrainit in their utterances.

In view of the General Elections to the Lok Sabha 2024 and other
simultaneous elections to Legislative Assemblies, the Commission vide its
letter dated 01.03.2024 has issued an advisory to political parties on
plummeting level of public discourse during campaigning. The advisory lay
down the expected decorum by political parties and candidates in general
and Star Campaigners In particular. It very clearly indicates that any
genres of surrogate ar indirect violation of MCC and surrogate means to
plumate level of election campaign will be dealt with stern action., The
advisory is available on the Commission's webaite hitps:/ [ eoi gov.in/
under the heading current issues.

48. LAW AND ORDER, SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS AND DEPLOYMENT

OF FORCES:

i) Conduct of elections invelves elaborate security management, which
includes not just the security of polling personnel, polling stations and
palling materials, but also the overall security of the election process.
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) are deployed to supplement the local
palice force in ensuring a peaceful and conducive atmosphere for the
smeoth conduct of elections in a free, fair and credible manner.

i} Based on the assessment of the ground situation, Central Armed Police
Faorces (CAPFs) and State Armed Palice {SAF) drawn from other States will
be deployed during the election. The CAPFs shall be deployed well in
advance for area domination, route marches in vulnerable pockets, point
patrolling and other confidence building measures to re-assure and build
faith in the minds af the voters, especially those belonging to the weaker
sections, mingcrities cte. CAPFs shall be inducted well in time for
undertaking area lamiliarization and hand-holding with local forces and all
other standard security protocals for movement, enforcement activities etc.
In these arcas will be strictly adhered to. The CAPFs/SAF shall also be
deployed in Expenditure Sensitive Constituencies and other vulnerable
areas and eritical polling stations as per the assessment of ground realitica
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by the CEOs of all StatesfUTs in consultation with various staksholders.
On the eve of poll, the CAPFs/5AP shall tale position and control of the
respective pelling stations and will be responsible for safepuarding the
polling stations and for providing security to the voters and polling
persannel on the poll day. Besides, these forces will sccure the strong
rooms where EVMs and VVPATs are stored and for securing the counting
centers and for other purposes, as required. The entire force deployment in
the constituencies shall be under the gversight of the Central Observers
deputed by the Commission.
i) To ensure gptimum and effective utilization of Srate Police Officials and
CAFPFs, Commission has directed 10 constitute a Committes of CED, State
Police Noda! Officer{SPNO) and State CAPF Coordinator to jointly decide the
State Deployment Plan and to ensure randomization of State Police.

49, FROTECTION TO ELECTORS OF &SC/ST AND OTHER WEAKER
BECTIONS:

As per Section 3 (1) of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Trbes
(Prevention of Atrocities] Act, 1989 (as amended in 2015), wheoover, not
being a member of 8 Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe, forces or
intimidates a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe not o
vote or o vole for a particular candidate or to vote in a manner other than
that provided by law, or not to stand ms o candidate etc., shall be
punizhable with imprisonment (or a term which shall not be less than six
manths but which may extznd to five years and with fine. The Commission
has asked mll the States/UTs (o bring these provisions to the notice of alt
concerned for prompt action, In order to belster the confidence of the
voters hailing from wvulnerable ssctions especially 5Cs, STs cte. and
enhance their conviction and faith in the purity and credibility of the poll
process, CAPFs/SAP shall be extensively and vigorously utilized in
patrolling and conducting route marches and undertaking other neceasary
confidence building measures under the supervision of the Central

Observers.
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50, ELECTION EXPENDITURE MONITORING:

i Comprehensive instructions for the purpose of effective monitoring of
the election expenditure of the candidates have been issued, which include
deployment of Expenditure Observers, Assistant Expenditure Observers,
formation of Flying Squads (FS3), Static Surveillance Teams (SSTs], Video
Surveillance Teams (WSTa), Video Viewing Teams (VVTs), Accounting Teams
[ATs), Media Certification & Monitoring Committee [MCMC), District
Expenditure Monitoring Committes ([DEMC), involvement of enforcement
agencies viz. State Police Dept., State Exeise Dept., Income Tax Dept., FIU-
IND, CBIC, DRI, CGST, SGST, State Commercial Dept., ED, NCB, CISF,
RPF, BSF, 358, ITBP, Assam, Rifles, 1CG, Department of Post, BCAS, AAl,
RBI, mr_.un and Stote Forest Depl.

ii] State Excise Depertment has been asked to moniter production,
distribution, salz and storage of liguor and inducements in the form of free
goods dunng the election process. The luncHoning and operations of the
Fas/ 55Ts shall be closely monitored using GPRS Tracking. For greater
transparéncy and for ease of monitoring of Election Expenses, candidates
would be required to open & separate bank account and incur their election

expenses from only that aceount. The Income Tax Dept. has been asked to

activate Air Intelligence Units [AlUs) In the airportz of the States and also

to gather intellipence and take necessary action to check movement of large

sums of money in all the States/UTs. Control room end Complaint

Monitoring Centre with 24 hours toll free numbers shall be operative

during the entire election process,

i) District Election Offeers (DEOs) have been directed to obtain unusual

and suspicicus cash withdrawal or deposit of cash excesding Rs. 1 Lakh

from banks for due verification followed by neceasary action. If the amount

is more than Rs. 10 Lakh, then DEOs shall pass on such information to

Income Tax Department for necessary ection. FIU-IND has been requested

to share Cosh Transsction Heports [CTRs) and Suspicious Transaction

Reports (STRs) with CBDT for effective monitoring of the  election

expenditure of the candidates.

el
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v} Some new initiatives taken by the Commission to strengthen the
Expenditure Monitoring mechanism arc:

a] Standard Opcrating Procedure [SOP) for scizure and release of
eash: For the purpose of maintalning purily of elections, the Election
Commisszion of lndia has issued a Standard Operating Procedure for Flying
Squads and Static Surveillance Teams, constituted for keeping vigil over
excessive campaign expenses, distribution of iterns of bribe in cash or in
kind, movement of illegal arms, ammunition, liguor, ar antisocial eléments
etc in the constituencies during election process, Purthermore, in arder to
avoid inconvenience to the public and alse far redressal of their gdevances,
if any, the Commission has issued instruction to constitute a District
Gnevance Committee in each district comprising three officers af the
District, namely, (ij CEO, Zila Parishad/CDO/P.D. DRDA, [#) Nodal Officer
of Expenditure Monitoring in the District Election Office (Convener) and [iii)
District Treasury Officer. The Committee shall suc-moto examine each case
of seirure made by the Police or S5T or FS and where the Committes finds
that no FIR/Complaint has been filed against the seimure or where the
seizare is not linked with any candidate or political party or any clection
campajgn ete., as per SOP, it shall take immediate steps to order release of
such cash etc. to such persons from whom the cash wias seized after
passing a speaking order to that effect. In no case, shall any matter
relating to seized eash/seized valuables shall be kept pending in Malkhana
or treasury for more than 7 [seven) days alter the date of poll, unless any
FIR /Complaint is filed.

b} Accounting of the expenditure incurred for campaign vehieles - [t
has come to the notice of the Commission that the candidetes take
permission from the Returning Officer for use of vehicles for campaign
purpose, but some candidates do not shew the vehiele hiring charges or
fuel expenses in their election expenditure account. Therelore, it has been
decided that unless the candidate intimates the R.O. regarding
withdrawing vehicles from campaigning, the notional expenditure on
account of campaign vehicles will be calculated based on the number of
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vehicles for which permission has been granted by the Returning Officer.

¢} Account Heconciliation Mesting: A contesting candidate avail
opportunity to get issue addressed relating to the election expenditure, if
,.Eﬁ. in Account Reconciliation Meeting which shall be convened by the
DEQs on the 26 day of the declaration of the results.

d) Accounting of Expenditure on publieity of crimlinal antecedents: In
Pursusnce of Hon'ble Supreme Court Judgement dated 25.09.2018 in
WP(C] No. 536 of 2011, the candidates as well as the concerned political
parties zhall igsue a declaration, in the format prescribed, in widely
circulated newspapers and on electronic media in the state regarding the
eriminal antecedents of the candidates at least thrice afer filing of the
nomination papers. Candidates are required to maintain expenditure
incurred by them in this regard in their accounts and the same shall be
reflected in their Abstract Statement of election expenses (Schedule 10] to
be submitted by them to the concerned DEOs along with their accounts of
election expenses within 30 days of declaration of results. Folitical parties
are also required to show the emount incurred by them in this regard in
their full Election Expenditure Statements (Schedule 23A, 23B) o be
submitted by them to ECL [recopnized political party}/CEO (unrecognized
political party] within 90/75 days of completion of Lok Sabha/ Assembly
Election.

e] Expendlture incurred on candidates' Booth/Kiosk and on TV/Cabls
Channel/Newspaper awned by party for promoting the electoral
prospects of the candidate in the account of the candidate: The
Commission, on further examination of the relevant provisions of section
TT(1} of the R. P. Act, 1951, had decided that the candidates’ booths set up
outside the polling stationa should hereinafter be deemed to have been set
up by the candidates as part of their indimdual campaign and not by way
of generzl party propaganda and as such all expenditure incurred on u_.nn.n
candidates’ booths shall be deemed to have been incurred fauthorized by
the candidate/his ¢lestlon agent =o ns to be [ncluded in his account of

election expenses. Further, the Commission, after taking into consideration
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various references/complaints [rom various sources in the above matter,
has directed that if the candidate(s) or their sponsoring parties utilize
TV/Cable Channels/Newspapers owned by them for promoting the
electoral prospects of the candidate, the expenses for the same, as per
standard rate cards of the channel/ newspaper, have to be included by the
candidate concemned in his Election Expenditure Statement, even if they
actually do nol pay any amount to the channel/newspaper. In pursuance
of the Commission's aforesaid decisions, Schedule 6 and Schedule 4 & 4A
in Abstract Statement of Election Expenses have been amended and
incorporated accordingly in the Compendium of Instructions on Election
Expenditure Monitoring.

fi Accounting of Expenditure on Virtual Campaign: Candidates are
required to maintain expenditure incurred by them in this regard in their
accounts and the same shall be reflected in their Abstract Statement of
election expenses (Schedule 11) to be submitted by them to the concerned
DEOs along with their accounts of election expenses within 30 days of
declaration of results. Political parties are also required to show the
ampount mcurred by them in this regard in their full Eleetion Expenditure
Statements (Schedule 24A, 24B) to be submitted by them to ECI
[recognized political party)fCEC (unrecognized political party) within 90/75
days of completion of Lak Sabha/ Assembly Election.

g] Part and Full Election Expenditure Statement reguired to be
submitted by Political Parties: The National and State Recopnised
Palitical Parties are required to submil their full Election Expenditure
mnp,n:pnu_m. with the Election Commission of India, Neéew Delhl whereas
Registered Unrecognised Political Parties (RUPPs] are required to submit
their Election Expenditure Statements with the Chief Electoral Officers of
the mE.HE..:.H.u concerned where party HQ is situated within 90/75 days of
completion of Lok Sabha/ Assembly Election. In addition to full Election
Expenditure Statements, the political parties are also required to fil= part
Election Expenditure Statements in respect of lump-sum payments made
by the party to the candidate(s) within 30 days of declaration of results of

=
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Assembly/ Lok Ssbha elections, The part and full Election Expenditure
Statements of National & State Recognised political Parties and RUPPs will
be upleaded on the ECI wehsite and CEO website respectively for public
viewing.

h) Iotegrated Expenditure Monitoring Software [IEMS): A new tech
enabled portal https:/ fiemz.ecipovin/ 1o [acilitate online fling of
Contribution Report, Election Expenditure Statement (Part and Full) and
Audited Annual Accounts by the Political Parties has been started, This
fucility has been created to enable the political parties to file the statutory
and regulatory compliances, reports and statements in a hassle-free,
smooth manner and with greater transparency. All Political Parties are
urged to file their above-mentinned fnancial reports through above
mentioned [EMS portal.

i) Electlon Seirure Management System|{ESEIS):

A mablle app has also been launched to digitize data for intercepted fseized
items{Cash f Liguor/ Drugs / Precious Metals (Freebies/ather items).

1} Celling of Election Expenses for Candidates:

The election expenses ceiling for candidates hes been revised by the
Gavernment of India vide Notification dared 06th January, 2022, As per the

revised ceilings, the maximim  limit of election expenses for a

Parlismentary Constituency is Bs, 95.00 lakh per candidate for all States

except Arunachal Pradesh, Goa and Sikkim. Far these three States {t Is Rs.

75.00 lakh 'per candidate, For the Union Territories, the maximuom limit for

NCT of Delhi and Jammu & Kashmir {s Rs. 95.00 lakh per candidate; anel

Rs.75.00 lakh per candidate for other UTs.

Accordingly, in Andhra Pradesh and Odisho the limit of expenses for

Assembly Constituencies is Rs. 40.00 lakh per candidale and in __E._._:nn#..p_

Pradesh and Sikkim it is Rs, 28.00 lakh per candidate.

The Commission has decided that an election expenditure [ elther by / o

candidate(s) or political parties exceeding Rs. 10000/- [Ten Thoasand) in
all the situations be ingurred by crossed account payee chegue or draift or
by RTGS/MNEFT or any other clectronic mode linked with bank account of

28
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the candidate cpened for election purpese.

51. EFFECTIVE USE OF MEDIA:

Media, being an important stakeholder in the entire clectoral process,
contributes in building a well- $8formed citizenry which iz an
indispensable prerequizite for 4 mature democracy. Election Commission
of India considers Media as its invaluable ally in making the election
process truly participative, democratic, and transparent. Media also acts
as the Commission's eyes and ears on the feld during the electinn process,
The Commission which works on  the principle of disclosures and
transparency has made media part of all important electoral processes,

[ _Media Facilitation, & Engagement: The Commission has always
considered Media as an important ally and a potent force multiplier in
ensuring an effective and efficient election management. The Commission
has directed CEOs and DEOs of all States/UTs to take the follawing
measures for positive and progressive engagement and interaction with the
media:

{8] Reguler interaction with the media during elections and maintaining an
effective and positive line of communication with the media at all times.

(b) Effective steps to sensitize the media about the Election Code.

{e) Authority letters will be issued to all aceredited media for the polling
day and day of eounting.

Media iz also expected to follow all the extant guidelines issued by the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHEFW) or any ather competent
authorities reparding COVID containment measures during all their

Media Certification and Monitoring Committees (MCMC) are in place at
all the Districts and State level. All political advertisements proposcd to be
issued on electromic media shall require pre-certification from the
concerned MCMC. Political advertisements in all electronic media/TV
Channels/Cable Network/Radio including private FM channels/Cinema

o8
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halls/audio-visual displays in public places/voice messages & bulk SMS
over phone and social media & internct websites shall come within the
purview of pre-certificalion. Commission requests all  Political
Parties/candidates/Media to follow pre-certification instructions.

Press Council of India (PCl) has defined paid news as ANy news or
Analysis appearing in any media (print and electranic) for a price in cash or
kind as consideration”. The Commission has accepted the definition of Paid
Mews given by Press Council of India (PCI) and considers that ‘Paid News'
disturbs level playing fisld in election and adversely affects free and fair
poll by circumventing election expenditure laws and causing undue
influence on volers. MCMCs will also keep a strict vigil on suspected cases
of paid news in the medin and suitable action will be taken in confirmed
cases as per ECI puidelines aflter folloewing all due procedures.
fiii} Social Media & Elections:

The media landscape has seen a paradigm shift over the last decade. Sacial
media has now emerged as a powerful communication & campalgning
medium for all stakeholders, now also referred to as the filth pillar of
demoperacy. Considering [ts rising importance, the Commission proactively
vide its instruction dated 25th October 2013 laid down instructions to
guide and regulate the use of social media in election campaigns, Key
features of the Instructions are as follows:

a) Social media by definition falls under the category ‘electronic media® thus,
all political advertisements on socinl media fall under the purview ol pre-
certification,

b} Candidates are required to furnish datails of their authentic social media
accounts in Form-26 while filing nominations.

c) Candidates and political parties are required to incorporate expenditure of
=ocial media compaigning including expenditure on political advertisements,
cost of maintaining the accounts, developing content and salaries of the
employees who manage the accounts in the election expenditure account of the
candidate,
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d) Candidates and political parties are required to pre-certify political

advertisements before release on intemet-based media/social media websites

e} Provisions af Model Code of Conduct and related instructions are applicable
1o the content posted on social medin platforms by candidates and political

parties.

Keeping in view increasing incddents of misuse of social media and as &
result of ECI's vigorous persuasion, major Secial Media Platforms agreed to
observe Voluntary Code of Ethics formulated by them in March, 2019.
This will be applicable in these elections as well.

An S0P for identification and quick rtespange to any fake
news/misinformation had been shared with CEOs and DEOs of all the
Gtates/UTs for time bound response.

Social media Cell in eollaboration with cyber cell unit In all districts
have been constimted for guick response and action with the legal
framework including Information Technology Act, 2000 [*[T Act™) and the
Infarmation Technology (Intermediary guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021,

The Commission requests all Political Partics and cendidates to ensure
that their supporters do not indulge in hate specches and fake news. Strct
watch on social media posls is being kept by MCMCs to ensure that the
election atmosphere is not vitiated. Media may also play an active role in

curbing the menace of fake news.

Media:

regional news channels during elections would be monitored vigorously, I
any untoward incident or violation of any law/rule is noticed, action would
be taken immediately. Reports of monitoring would alse be forwarded to
the CECs. Office of CEQ will ascertain status on each and every item and
file ATR/Status Report.

dia restrigti during st i it 5

Secuon 126 (1){b} of the Representation of the People Act, 1951,
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prohibits displaying any election  mantter by means, inter alia, of
television or similar apparatus, in any polling area during the period of
forty-eight hours (silence period] ending with the hour fixed for the
conclusion of the poll for any election in that polling area. Election matter
referred hereinabove is defined as any matter intended or calculated to
influcnce or affect the result of an election in any electronic media during
the period of 48 hours ending with the hour fixed for conelusion of pall in
each of the pheses of elections.

Section 1264 of the R.P. Act 1951, prohibits conduct of Exit poll and
dissemination of their results by means of print or electronic media during
the period mentioned therein, le. berween the hour fixed for
commencement of poll in the first phase and half an hour after the time
fixed for close of __u_u= for the Jast phase in all the States. Violation of Section
126 of the R.P. Act, 1951 is punishable with imprisonment upto a period of
wa years, or with fine or both,

All Media houses are advised to follow instructions in this regard

" kesping its spirit. Media may also refer to the 'Guidelines issued by Press

Council of India® dated 30.07.2010, Morms of Journalistic Conduct- 2022'
and "Guidelines for Election Broadeasts® issued by News Broadcasters &
Digital Aszociation dated 3~ March, 2014,

{iil Compaigning en Public Broadcaster — DD & AIR

Election Commission of [ndin, based on past performance of the
political parties, has been allocating free equitable brondeast & Telecast
lime to recognized National & State political parties on the two public
broadeasters - Doordarshan and All India Radio in every Lok Sabha and
State Assembly Election for campalgning. The scheme, which was initially
natified on 16th January 1998, holds a storutory basis under Section 39A
af the R.P. Act, 1951,

The rime vouchers which were lssued physically 1o the political parties
are issucd digitally. With this facilitation, the politieal parties will not be
required to send their representatives to ECI for collection of the time
vouchers physically during elections,
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52, Deployment of Central Observers-

1} General Observers: The Commission will depley LAS officers as General
Observers in adequate number to cnsure amooth conduct of election in
consultation with the CEOs of the poll going States. The Observers will be
asked to keep a close watch on every stage of the electoral process to
ensure free and fair election,

H) Police Observers: The Commizsion would deploy IPS oflicers as Police
Observers in consultation with the CEQs of the poll going Statea at
District/PC/AC level, depending upon the need, sensitivity and assessment
of ground situation of the District/ PC/AC. They will monitor all activitics
relating to force de u_Sqrn:r law and order situation and co-ordinate
between Civil and Police administration to ensure free and fair slection.

iii) Counting Observers: In addition to the already deployed General
Observers, the Commission may also deploy additional officers as Counting
Cbsorvers at District/PC/AC lovel, depending upen the requirement in
consultation with the CEO= of the poll going States. They will oversce the
counting center arrangements and monitor all activities relating counting
of voles.

fv) Special Observers: In exercise of the plenary powers conferred on it by
Article 324 of the Constitution of India, the Commission alsa deploys
Special Observera who belong te All India Secrvices and various Centeal
Services if seems necessary.

¥) Expenditure Obscrvers: The Commission has also decided to appoint
adequate number of Expenditure Observers who will exclusively monitor
the election expenditure of the contesting candidates.

53. ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINES [EVMs] AND VOTER

VERIFIABLE PAPER AUDIT TRAIL [VVPATa):

i} EVMsz and VVPATs-The Commission shall deploy Voler Verifiable Paper
Audit Trail [VVPAT] along with Electronic Voling Machine (EVM] at every
polling station in the General Elections to Lok Sabha and the Legislative
Assemblics of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim to
enhance the transparency and credibility of the election process as VVPAT

Yz
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allows the vater to verify his/her vote. Arrangements have already been
made to ensure availability of adequate number of EVMs and VVPATa for
the smeoth conduct of clections, )

il} Awareness on EVMs and VVPATs-EVM Demonatration Centres have
been set vp at District Election Officer Office and Returning Officer
Heodquarters/Revenue Sub Division Ofices for physical demonstration-
cum-awarcness on use of EVM and VVPAT. Mobile Demonstration Vans
have also been deployed to create swarenesa on use of EVMz and VVPATS
te cover all polling locations. The same was operational Ull announcement
of elections, whereas digital outreach for awareness an EVMs and VVPATs
will be intensified after announcement.

i) Randomization of EVis and VVPATs-EVMa/VVPATs arc randomized
twice using "EVM Management Syatem [EMS 2.0)" while being allocated to
an Assembly Constiftency/segment and then to a polling station ruling out
any pre-fixed allocation. First randomization of EVMs and VVPATs is
conducted by the District Election Officer to allocate the units Assembly
Canstituency/Segment wise in the presence of the representatives of the
recognized political parties. The lists containing unigue D3 of machines
arc sharcd with them. Afler finalizatien of list of the contesting candidates,
Second randemizalion of EVMs and VVPATs will be conducied by tha
Returning OfMicers to allocate the units palling station-wise in the presence
of the contesting candidates/their representatives. Lists of randomized
EVMs /VVPATs are also shared with recognized political parties/contesting
candidates.

lv) Commlissioning of EVMs and VVPATs-Afller finalization of list of the
contesting candidates and sccond randomization of EVMa and VVPATS,
entire process of commissioning (candidate setting) of EVMs and VVPATs is
dong in the presence of the contesting enndidates/their representatives.
TV/Monitar will be installed in commiszioning hall for simultaneous
viewing of symbol loading in VWPATs by candidates/thelr representatives
for grenter transparency. After commissioning (candidate setting) of EVMs
and VVPATs, in every EVM and VVPAT, mock poll with one vote to each
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candidate incloding KOTA 15 done. Additionally, mock poll of 1000 votes is
conducted in 5% mndomly selected EVMsi, as well as YWPATs. The
electronic  result is  tallied with paper count. Candidates/their
representatives are allowed not only to select 5% machines randomly but
also to do mock poll.
%) GPS tracking of movement of EVMs and VVPATs- The Commission
has instrucled the Chiel Electoral Officers of all States/ UTs that end-te-
end movemnent of all EVMs and VVPATs including reserve shall be carefully
manitored at all times, for which vehicle carrying EVMs and VVPATs shall
mandatorily be fitted with GFS tracking system.
i} Mock Poll on Poll Day-
e] On poll day, 90 minutes before start of actual poll, mock poll is
conducted by casting at least 50 votes ensuring that votes are recorded for
each of the contesting candidates including NOTA at every polling station,
in the presence of polling agents of the candidates and the electronic result
of the Control Unit and the VVPAT slips count are tallied and shown to
them. A cerfificate of suceessful conduct of mock poll shall be made by the
Presiding Officers in Presiding Officer's Repart.
b} [Immediately after mock poll procedure, the CLEAR button on Centrol
Unit {CU) is pressed to clear the dota of the mock poll and the fact that no
voles are recorded in the CU is displayed to the Polling Agents present in
the polling stadons. The Presiding Officer also ensures that all mezk poll
slips shall be taken out from the VVPAT slip compartment are stamped
“MOCHK POLL SLIP® and kept in separate sealed black envelope before the
start of actual Pell.
c] After mock poll, EVMs and VVPATE arc sealed in the presence of polling
agents and signature of polling apgents are obtained on seals, before
starting actual poll. .
vil)Poll Day and Storage of polled EVMe and VVPATs at Strong Rooms-
" 8] After completion of pall, Presiding Officer shall press the *CLOSE®
tutten of the Control Unit of the EVM =o that no further vote can be cast.
EVMs and VVPAT: are sealed in the respective carrying casss in the

He
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presence of polling apentz and signature of polling agents are obtained on
acals.

bl On paoll day a copy of Form-17C having details of total polled votes,
seals (unique _.Eu_u_“_aw_r serizl numbars of EVMs and VVPAT: used in
polling stations is provided to polling agents of candidates.

c) Polled EVMs and VVPATs are escorted back to the strong room for
storing in double lock system in the presence of candidates/their
representatives under wvideography. Candidates/Polling Apents are also
allowed to follow the vehicles carrying EVMs and VVPATs from polling
stations to Reception Centre for the purpose ol storing in the Strong Room.
d} Candidates or their representatives can also camp in front of the strong
room. These strong rooms are guarded 24x7 in multilayers, with CCTV
coverage facilities.

viii) Counting of Votes at Counting Centres-

a] On the day of counting, strong room is opened in the presence of
Candidates, their authorised representatives, m_._.n{_____mo and ECl] Obaerver
under videography.

by Only Control Units of thie polled EVMs are brooght to the Counting
Hallfs] under security under CCTV coverage and in the presence of
candidatesftheir agenta,

¢} Round-wise ClUs are brought to the counting tables from Strong Roorms
under continuous CCTV Coverage,

d] On the counting day, before retrieving the result from the Control
Units, the seals are verified, and unique serinl number of CU is tallied
before counting agents deputed by the candidates,

£} On counting day, counting agents can verify the polled vetes displayed
on CU with that of Form-17C. Candidate-wise polled votes are recorded in
Part-11 of Form-17C and signature of counting agents are obtained thereof,

N EVMs & VVPATs are stored back in Strong Reom in the presence of
candidates fthelr representatives till the completion of the Election Petition
period,

Ix} Mandatory Verification of VVPAT Paper Slip-In pursuance of the

Ye
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Honble Supreme Court of India’s Order dated Bth Aprl, 2009, the
Commission ha: mandated VWPAT slips count of Five |5) rnndomly selected
Polling Stations in cach ._._.u.-m..:r.:_. ConstituencyfSegment  of  the
Parliamentary Constituency of the Statea/UTas by the Returning Oficer, by
draw of lot in presence of candidatesftheir counting ngents & ECI
Observer, for verification of the result obtoined from the Control Unit. This
mandatory verification of VVPAT slip count of five [5) polling stations in
each Asscmbly Constituency/ Segment shall be in addition to the
provisions of Rule S6(D) of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961,

x] Nome of the Above [NOTA) in EVMs, VVPATa and Postal Ballot: As
usual, there will be None of the Above’ option for the electors. On the BUs,
below the name of the last candidate, there will be a button for NOTA
option =o that voters who do not want to vole far any of the candidates can
exerrize their cption by pressing the button against NOTA. Similarly, on
Postal Ballot Papera there will be a NOTA Panel after the name of the last
candidate. The symbel for NOTA as given bolow will be printed against the
NOTA Panel.

As part of the SVEEP, there are awareness programmes to bring this
option to the knowledge of clectars and all other stakcholders,

xi} Photograpks of Candidates on EVM BEallat Paper: In prder to
facilitate the clectors in identifying the candidetes, ECI has prescribed an
edditional measure by way of adding provision for printing the photograph
ef candidate on the Ballot Paper to be displayed on the EVM [Ballat Unit)
and on Postal Ballot Papers. This will help voters to aveid any confusion,
which may arise when candidates with same or similor nemes contest from
the same constituency. For this purpose, the candidales are required to
aubmit to the Returning OMMcer, their recent stamp-size photograph as per
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the specifications laid down by the Commission.

54. DEPLOYMENT OF POLLING PERSONNEL, RANDOMIZATION AND
THEIR VOTING FACILITIES:
i)y Polling porties shall be formed rondomly, through the u_unm..h_
randemization IT application.
ii) There shall be such randomization for Police personnel and Home
Guards alze, who are depioyed at the polling stations on the poll day.
iii] All persons appointed on clection duty whe are not able to cast their
vote at the polling atation where they are cnrolled as a voter are cotitled to
the facility of either an EDC or a Pastal Ballot.
iv} In case, they are put on clection duty in the same constituency in
which they arc enrolled as & voter, they arc entitled to get an EDC which
entitles them to vote at the polling alation where they are on duty.

55, VOTERS' FACILITATION CENTERS FOR POLLING PERSONNEL-

As per new Rule 18A inserted in the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961,
now a Vater on Election Duty, shall receive his postal ballot, record his vote
thercon and return the same at the Facilitation Center sct up by the
Returning Officer. Therefore, in view of the extant ruele position, all the
Voters on Electon Duty, deplayed In a constitusney where they are not
enrolled as a vater, shall cast their votes only at the Facilitotion Centers
and not in any other :._nhu..u_.. They shall sign the declaration in Form 13A
in presence of, and have the signature attested by, E._.u_ Group A or Group
B oilicer or the presiding officer of the polling station at which they are on
election duty.

56. INCREASED REMUNERATION OF POLLING PERSOKNEL-
Polling parties on the ground are the epitome of grit and resilience. Their
determination to keep the apirit of democracy reigning supreme truly is an
inspiration o one and all. Further, in view of the arducus and dilficult
jeurncy that polling teams have to undertake 1o ensure that no voter is feflt
behind, ECI has recently doubled the remuneration of polling officials
keading for clection duty three days ar more in advance to reach polling
stations located in remote and dilficult areas. T now, the remuneration
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for polling Oficials used ta be uniform per diem amount for all polling
personnecl.
£7. CONDUCT OF OFFICIALS:

The Commizsion expects all officials engaged in the conduct of elections
to discharge their duties in an impartial manner without any fear or
favour. They are desmed 1o be on deputation to the Commizsion and shall
bz subject to its contrel, supervision and discipline. The conduet of all
Government officials who have been entrusted with elsction related
responsibilities and duties would remain under constant serutiny of the
Commission and strict action shall be taken against those officials who are
found wanting on any account.

58. IT APPLICATIONS BEING USED IN ELECTION MANAGEMENT-
The Commission has enhanced usage of IT Application, to usher in greater
citizen participation and ransparency.
iy cVIGIL App for filing Model Code of Conduct Viclation cases by
Citizen: cVIGIL provides time-stamped evidentory proof of the Model Code
of Conduct/ Expenditure Violation by empowering every citizen 1o click a
phota or video using his or her smartphone. The application is bosed on
G128 technology and the unique feature of auto location provides fairly
correct informatisn which can be relied vpon by yving squads to navigate
to the nght spet of incidence and talke prompt action. This app prioritizes
the spesdy and effective actions by authorities and promised users status
reparts within 100 minutes, The applicaton is available on the Google Play
store and Apple App Store.
ii] Sovidha Portal: This portal provides different facility to candidates/
political parties for online nomination, Permission as given below-

a] Candidate Online Nomination: To faclitate filling of nominations, the
Election Commission has introduced an online portal for Blling the
noemination & affdavit. The Candidate can visit hitps:/ fsuvidha ecl.gov.inf
to creatc hisfher acccunr, fill nomination form, deposit the security
amount, check availability of time slot and appropriately plan his visit to
the Returning Officer. Once the application is filled through the enline
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portal, the candidate only ne=eds to take a printout, get it notarized and
submlit the application along with relevant documents to the Returning
Officer in person. The Online Nomination Facility is an optional fecility to
facilitate en=e of filing and correct filing. The regular offline submission as
prescribed under the law shall continue too.

b] Candidate Permleslons module: The permission module allows the
candidates, political parties or any representatives of the candidate to
apply online for the permission for meetings, rallies, loudspeakers,
temporary  offices, and  others  through  SUVIDHA  Portal
hitps:/ feuvidha eci.povin/. The Candidates can also track their

application status through the same portal

c] Candidate App: Suvidha: In view of COVID-19, the Commission has
directed that allocation of public spaces for meetings and rallies must be
done using the Suvidha app as far as practicable. The application will be
available during elections for Candidates f Political Parties / Agents
download and use to track the nomination and permission status from the
Google Play store.

ill) Candidate Affidnvit Portal: Candidate Aflidavit portal is a web portal
that allows citizens to view the complete list of Candidate Nominations wha
have applied for the elections. The citizen, polibical parties and media
houses 1o know about the candidates, accesses this pormal, A complete”
candidrie profile with pheoto and affidavit is made public as and when the
Retuming Officer enters the data. The Complete list of Contesting
Candidates with their profile, nomination status and the affidavits will be
available for public view through Candidate Affidavit Portal. This portal can
be accessed using : idlawit oo govin

iv) Know Your Candidates (KYC): The Election Commission of India has
developed a dedicated app for Know your Candidate [KYC)} for both Android
and i0S platforms for informing about *Criminal Antecedents" status of
candidates. This allows citizens to browse candidates with/ without
Cominal Antecedents and empowers the citizens to know the criminal
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antecedents of the candidates. The application is available on the Google
Play store and Apple App Store.

¥] Electronically Tmosmitted Postal Ballot Mansgement System
(ETFEMS] for Service Voter:

8} Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot Management System [ETPBMS)
is upgraded version of ETPBS having enhanced features and Dashboard &
Reporting modules for all stakeholders. The system is use to generate and
transmit Postal Ballot through Electronic means to the Service Voters, The
systemm bas also been Integrated with Department of Post so that
Setvice woter can send his/her Ballot after casting wote, through
speed post without paying any charges. Detailed instructions are aent,
along with Postal Ballot, to each service elector. On the day of counting,
the same system will be used to validate the Postal Ballot received by poat

to verify whether the received ePostal Ballot is gencrated by the system of
noL

b] The Postal ballots scnt to service electors electronically erc called
Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballots (ETFBs). The returmm of ETPR is
through postal services. Earlier, the envelopes for postal ballot were
forwarded by the CEOs to the Record Officers in order to dispeteh palted
ETFBs by the service voters through post. Now, the Commission has
decided that the CEGs are not required to send envelopes to the Record
GCfficers for this purpose. The Record Officer/ Unit Officer/Commandant or
any olher competent outhority, as the case may be, shall procure the
envelopes and provide them to the Scrvice Voters for dispatching thelr
policd ETPBs to the respective Returning Officers.

wil) Voter Turmout App: Voter Turmmout App will Be used 1o display
estimated provisional veter turnout details of each Assembly Constituency
J Parfiamentary Constituency cntered by the Returning officer. The media
can also _F-.H. the same application lo capture estimated voter turnout data.
Approximate wvoter turnout data of each phases of the elections will be
displayed through this app. The application is available on the Google Play
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store and Apple App Store.

wil) ENCORE Portal: The ENCORE portal Is an end-to-end application for
all election officials (CEQ, DEO, RO & ARO) that has a well-defined

_responsibility for each official te perform various actvity in multiple

modules. Briel introduction of different modules of this portal Is given
below: ’

n) Candidato Nomination: The Returning Officer will fill all the required
details to register the profile of a candidnte in the syatem that will be uscd
et multiple levels of conduct of clection process. For ol received
nominations, the Retuming OMcer needs to upload the afMidavits. This is
alao nnﬁmnw!n in case of multiple nominations by one candidate.

b) Candidsete Serutiny & Finalization: This system provides facility of
muarking nominations as Accepted / Rejected during scrutiny and marking
of withdrawal if any candidate withdraws his candidature. After the last
dote of withdrawal, the retuming officer can alse generate his form 7A
through the system.

c) Electlon Permission: The permission medule allows the clection
oflicials to process the permission request received by the candidates,
political parties or any representatives of the candidatc who applicd for any
permission using SUVIDHA porizl or submitted the permission regquest
physically to tlection oflice.

d} Election Countlng: The ENCORE counting application is an end-to-
end application for AROs/ROs to digitize the votes polled in EVM and
through Postal Ballot, tabulate the data each round to declare the result of
the election. The same data of the clection counting is used to prepare
various statutory reports of counting.

€] Index Card: A facility has been provided to the Returning Officer to fil
the Index card online after counting, It containa each detail of elections
from the schedule of elections to the declaration of results such as data on

nomination, turnout, counting ctc.

Sz Page 52|58



I} Expenditure Monitoring: This nﬁ:nﬂgnn-ﬂn::umun module
provides facility 10 all the DEOQs to feed the data -of DED Scruliny reports
prepared in respect of each candidate.

wiii) Results Website and Results Trends TV: The timely publication
of the round-wise information is vital for establishing a single source of
authentic data. The counting data entered by respective Returning Officers
is available as Trends and Results’ for public view through ECI Results

i gov,in/ The result website hos been upgraded
with enhanced features Including map view for better wusers'
egperience. The results are shown with the Infographics and displayed
scith aute-scroll panels through largs display screens eutside the counting
hall or any public place through Trends TV. The trends & results is also
svailzble on VHA mobils App.

ix) EVM Management System (EMS 2.0): EVM Management System 2.0
is designed to manage inventory af EVM units. One of the imporiant modes
tn emsure a fair and rEnsparcnt process in EVM manapement is the
administrative protocol of the two sets of randomizations of the machines
before they are deployed in the Polling stations. The randomizations of
EVMs/VVPATs are done through EMS 2.0 in the presence of recognized
political parties/ contesting candidates frepresentatives and ECI Observers.

x] Voter Service portal: Through win |, & user can

aveil and access VARQSs services such as access the electoral list, apply for
voter id card, apply online for corrections in voter's card, view details ef
Polling Boath, Assembly Constituency and Parliamentary Constituency and
ges the contact details of Booth Level Officer, Electoral Repistration Officer

among other scTvices.

xi) Voter Helpline Mokile App (VHA): Citizens cap avail and access
various services such as apply for a vorer ID card, apply online for
carrections to veter's card, view details of the Polling Dooth, Assembly
Constituency, and Parliamentary Constitueney, and get the contact details
of the Booth Level Officer, Electoral Registration Officer among other

o g4
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services. The mobile app is available on the Google Play store and Apple
App Store.

xli)Persons with Disability Application (Saksham App): Saksham app is
meant for Perzon with Disabilities, The PwD clectar ean make requests (or
marking them as PwD, Tequest for new registration, request for migration,
request for correction i EPIC details, request for wheelchair, It utilises the
Accessibility features of mabile phones for votcrs with blindness and
hearing disabilities. The application is available an the Google Play Store
and Apple App store.

xiil] BLO App: BLO App [erarwhile known as GARUDA App) is a dedjcated
Maobile App for BLOs to perdform their tasks digitally. The application is
available on both the Google Flay store and Apple App store. The following
are the main features of the BLO App:

& Checklist/Field Verification of Forms

& Collection of AMF [Assured Mintmum  Facility] fEMF [Extended
Minimum Facility] .

Captaring of GIS co-ardinates of Polling Stations.

Update of Photos of Polling Stations

Form Submissien on behalf of Electors

House to House Verification

xiv) ERONET: ERONETisa web-based system for Electoral gfficials, in 14
janguages and 11 scripts 10 tandle all processes pertaining to Form
6,/6A/7/8. It standardised forms processing, standard database schema,
and a standard template for E-Roll printing. It automates the process of
glectoral roll management starting from elector registration, field
verification of glectors, decision support system for Electoral registration
nflicers and for providing extensive integrated value-added services. All 29
Siates and 7 UTs are sharing comman infrastructure at the National Level.
UNPER (Unified National Photo Electoral Roll) is a common database for all
States and UTs with data of more than 94 crore electors.

alk
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v} Nationul Gricvance Service Portal (NGSP): The Electlon Commission
has developed a Mational Gricvance Service Portal [MGSP). This system ia
developed in such a manoer that in addition to providing redress to the
complaints of the Citizens, Electors, Political Parties, Candidates, Media
and Election OMicials at National, State and District levels, it also serves as
a common interince for providing services through a common interface. The
application provides a single interface for handling complaints by the
Election officials. All Electoral Officers, District Election Oficers, CEOQ and
ECI Officials are part of the system. Thus, issues are directly assigned 1o

the respective USET UPON registration, The citizen can use this service using

1. Ay

=zvi] Election Seizurc Management System (ESMS): In order Lo ensure
inducement-free elections, the Election Commission of India has embedded
technology into the monitoring process through the Election Scizure
Menitoring System |[ESMS) Mobile App which is proving to be a catalyst, as
it brought a wide array of Cantral and State enforcement agencics together
fr better coordination and intelligence sharing. ESMS Mobile App is bring
used to digitize data for intercepted/Seized items _ﬁmuw____rinulﬁ_dmu._,
Precious Metzl/ Freebies/Other ltems) direet from ficld, This cnables
stekshplders to automale desired reports in the required [ormat, avoid
duplicate data entry by Agencies and analyze received data at the CEQ
Level

xvii) Integrated Election Expenditure BMonitoring System (IEMS):
Integrated Election Expenditure Monitoring Systcm [IEHS] is a user-
friendly, secure onling platform which enables Political Parties to submit
online prescribed documents lile Contribution report [From 244, Annual
Audit Account, Election Expenditure. Key features for IEMS arc as follows:
& Digitize details of contribution received and submit online
@ Real-time compliance status on Dashboard
s Capture Mandatory Info/ Validations/Verification te increase data

quality

ey
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@ Bulk import feature to quickly uplead data through Excel format
® Email/ SMS based alerts / acknowledgements to increase complinnce

_ & Aadhaar based e-Sign

xvill] Election Planning Portal: The Election Planning Portal is the new
initiative taken by the Election Commission of India to provide a digital
platform to the election management process. This portal will be accessed
by the CEOs of all the States and UTs, Planning division and zonal
divisione in ECL. This pertal has varlous features that cover almost all-
jmportant aspects related to vacancy management, bye-elections, election
scheduler, holiday management, gecurity management ete. This application
hos a well-informative dashboard that provides a quick snapshot of the
electoral data to the CEOs and ECI users. This application uses an auto
alert algorithm to inbimate the CEOs about the plan and gverdue activites
af their state and parliamentary planner. The ECI user can also
gommurdeate with the state afficials via SM5 and mail using this partal

xig] Medla Voucher Qualine The

Election Commission of India’s “Gio Creen” initiative is @ cotn mendable step

. dnl:

hitps: ucher.eci.

{gwrards a more envirgnmentally responaible and efficient electoral system.
By adopling digital wvouachers, the Commission Is demonstrating  its
cammitment to sustainability, cost-effectiveness, and modemization. This
imitintive not osdly benefits the covirenment but also enhances the
experience for political parties involved in the eiectoral process. It scis &
pasitive cxample for other governmental bodies and srganizations to follow,
highlighting the importance of embracing digital splutions and eco-friendly
practices in a rapidly ehanging world.

wxj Observer Portal: Observer portal is an onling portal for data
management of all types of observers Le. general observer, police observer
and expenditure observes, The deployment schedule of the observer, Fepart
submizsion and meny other activities are completed with the help of this
portal, The observers also get multiple facilities like Glling & submission of
reports, notificaton from the commission, downlpads of all the required
documents and many more. Parallel to the web portal, a mobile app is also
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provided that inchudes all the features that arc available in the web
applicanon
59. COVID GUIDELINES:
The Commizsion has issued COVID Guidelines to be followed during
the condact of the General Election and Bye Elections which are available
at Commission's websile. :

60. SCHEDULES OF GENERAL ELECTIONS:

The Commission hos prepared the Schedule for holding General
Electicn to the Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblics of Andhra Prodesh,
Amumnachs] Pradesh, Odisha and Silddm after taking into consideration all
relevant aspects like climatic conditions, academic calsnder, board
oaminaton, major festivals, prevailing law and crder situation in the
State, availability of Central Armed Police Forces, time needed for
movement, transportstion and timely depleyment of forces and in-depth
assessment of other relevant ground realities,

61. Before conciuoding, | would like to reiterate that the Commission is
torally committed o malntain purity of electons and to deliver free, fair,
wansparent, peoaccful, inclusive, accessible, cthical and participative
elections in the entire country.

62. The Commission has directed the Central, State and District Lewvel
Election Machinery to be completely impartial, fearless, objective, and
independent from any influepee whatsoever. The Commission solicits
proactive suppeort of all poliical partics, media organizativns, civil
societies, youth and community organizations and all voters to join hands
with the Commission and whelecheartedly participate in poll process. 1
hope that with the proactive participation and support of all stakeholders
in the country, all National and State level elections will attain greater
heights in all benchmarks recording highest turnout ever in the country.

63. On the occasion of 18™ Lok Sabha Flection and simultancous
assembly election in 4 States, the Commission reassures the nation of its
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solemn resolve and deep commitment to fullill its constitutional mandate
to conduct free, fair, credible, inclusive, participative and transparent
elections. The Commission exhorta election machinery to re-dedicate
themselves to the task associated with the conduct of elections as a sacred
duty. The Commission appeals to all the stakehelders and in particular,
the political parties and the candidates, to upheld the peerless demperatic
traditions of the nation by maointaining high standards eof political
discourse and fair play in course of their election campaigns. Finally, the

Commission calls upen all voters to reinforce the democrate ethos of the

- mnation by turning up at the palling stations and exercizse their right to vote

in an informed and ethical manner.

Sdf-
(Nitesh Vyas)
Benior Deputy Election Commissioner

i
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g of Motificatian: ' AnetEdae 3 11 Ehandana - Gardive GEN Date before which the slection shall be 04041024 43 FE Mumbad Horih - West  GEN
i Daoe o fling Narmnations: AT q 11 Gadehiral - Chimr 5T : Completed 45 ] Mumbal North - East GEN
Lerutivey of MomRRItOn: b R B | [3 1 Chandsapue GEH 45 pic | Mumbai North - Cantral  GEM
Lant ewte fow meirnacdraeal of Canddature: LEO-FOIA a7 0 Murnbai Sauth - Central  GEM
Ei.-aul-_c.l.ﬂ. ”H 48 n Mumbal Sauth GEM
Cas heelor s wnach, e alecrian chall be [T A
Compted
Sehecule na: 2A 5 5 Buldhana GEN
i of PTs g 15 pail 8 ? 4 ARols GEH
| s o et a3 FOa L] 7 Amravdti s
| L Sae fo filing MeTURALEG: a-g4-FO1A L1 [] Wardha GEM
Lepidmy of Rormnatioe: il M 10 L Yavarmial = Washim BIH
Lagz eate for srcreeal of Candidature: L] 1 s Hingofi CEN
Caee of Foll A0l D004 12 15 Handed GIN
Courng of Votes: = AGE-JUTA 11 T Farthan| GEN
Este Selore widch e eleclion ihil be IH R T
Commpertes
tehedide no 3 1 12 Ralgad GEN
puz & PC2 gang 2 el 1] 15 35 Baramatl GER
e Py 1% 40 Csmanabad - GEN
A —— [Tp—— 17 a3 Ladur 50
rpllns ;i iy 1w a2 Solmnat s
Eunni._u..._ﬁ.._ _n._.l. gl F..g__h.... i ol 19 a3 Madha GEN
Date e Poll orfd- 1 - oy A wy
iy - pibptils o4 Satara : GEN
Eﬂn?_._...._ﬁ iy — Aeaidats n iE Fatnapinl - Sndbudirg G
Com i a7 Exlhapus BEN ﬂw
aleurd 14 1§ Helkanangie GEN nu
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: _— o Parflamentary Constituenclies
SMARIPUR MAP e A 5. ] 7ctia ] rchame e
_ I Schedule no! 1A 1 1 Inner Maripur GEN
Wo af PCs golng 1o poll ) 1 Quter Manipgur 5T |
f MHAGALAND lsue of z_u...ﬁx_.HE_.n un._u.uu.unnn 4
Last Date for fllng Mominationy: 17-03-1014
Serutimy of Hominations: 28-03-1074
Lazt date for withdrawal ol Candldature: 10-03-1024
Date af Poll 19033074

L For all poliing stathens of 1 - fnner Manlpur PC

1. Far all polling statiens of 2 - Quier Manlpur (5T) PC fabing in
aszembly iegments

1% - Helrak, 34 - Wangiing Tentha,

35 - khangabek, 36 - Wabgal,

17 - Kskehing, 38 - Hhyanglam,

39 - Sugnoa, 41 - Chandel {5T),

&6« Saikul (5T), 50 - Eangpokpd,

51 - 5% (5T}, 57 - Henglep {5T),

58 . Churachandpur [5T), 59 - Salkat |5T),

&0 - Singhat {5T)

Date al Foll 15043038
Far BN polllng stations of 2 - Cuter Mandpur (5T) PC falling in
asferbly segments

40 = Mrtham, 43 « Tenghougpsl (5T,
A% - Phungyar (ST). £4 - Ukhnul §5T],
4% - Chingal {57}, 47 - Karong {5Tk
A8 - Maa {5T], &9 - Taduhi [5T),

52 - Tam=i {§T), 53 - Tamenglong [5T).
54 « Murigha [$T), 55 - Mpaimulh (5T}
56 - Thanlan (57)

Counting of Vates: GA-GE=2074
Cate before which the election shall be 06051024
Compleced
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Schedule Reference Parliamentary Constituencles
o s, [PcHo. | PEName [ Tyon
Sehedidle na: 1A 1 1 Shillang 5T
Mg of POs going to pall 2 F | 2 Tura T
i of Matificszion 20833034
Lest Dere for flng Mommnabion: IT3-2024
Lrnutewy ol Nomenatons AB-0k-2024
Lant date for wthiraewsd of Candidature: 10032004
Date of Pel 15-04-2004
Cournng of Woted Ga-o8-203a
Dlare berlesre which the elecion shall be pe-Ca-2O24
Comgleted
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=t MIZORARET 33
Fiaprh e anfichey My

Schedule Referance Farliamentary Constituency
51, | PCMe. | FCHame — Jrype

Senedale no: 1A i 1 blgrram 5T
Naof PCs going to polk 1

e of NatiNcatian: FLEAR LT

Last Duste Rar Nilrg Marninagasg: 701004

Scmithy 6 Nominailons: FE-ELIGEE

Last dutd Por wiithdrewal of Candlsature: BO-03-I534

Guate of Poll T04-2004

Cownting of Wotes: e T

Dute befare which the election }-__TH&- 4083074
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Parliamentary Constindency
Schechie Delamnce ] PCNo | PCHame e
¥ | Schedule no: i1 1 1 Hagatand GiN

Mo of PLs gaing o poll i
Fosae of MAiNeatene A03-1ad
LLast Cate for fillng Mamingrians: oI
Serutiery of Nomdraticsd: FeE% FiYi
Lt date for withdrawsl of Candrdature: IBEE-TEE
Date of Poll a1
Couring of Vetey: bt TED
Dute bietone which fhe election shall e ve-ae 2018 g9
Compieted .

Cempleted

Schedule Reference Padiamentary Constituencies
5. | PCNo, | PC Wame [Tyee

Sehedule no: 4 1 i1 Ealahandl GEN

Mo of PCs going te poll Ll F 11 Ratargnggur 3T

sue ol MpiiGganlon; 1Ba 3034 3 0 Berhampur GEN
o | Lant Date For Ming Morsinatioos: TS04-T034 4 n Eoraput L1

Serudiny of Mominathzna: b TTE T

Last date for wilhdrawal of Candidature: FLTTELE

Caie of Poll A T

Conimiing of Vates: e 307

Date before which 1he &'ecilon shatl be TR NT

Complaied

Schedule ot 5 5 1 Bargach GEN

Heof PCs going (o poll 3 1 1 Sundargarh T

11sue of MasifNcatian: 2404 BB 7 o Balangir GEM

Lase Date far fding Haminatlans easToLe B 13 Kandhamal GEM

scruting of Mominations: BRI 9 13 Aarg GEN

Ll daze for withdrawa! af Candid aiure: BRI

Date of Fofl ek

Countlng al ¥aiow Do 10 340

Date Befers which the electlon shall be o804 1534

Comg'eled . .

Schedule no: & 18 3 Sambalgur GEN

Ho ol FCs going ta pall & 11 4 Kegnjhar ir

Hsue of Hollfieaiian: Frr e 11 L] Chenkanal GEN

Last Cwee [or fillng Haminebans: [ I 14 Cumagh GEN

Serutlny of Nesminaniam: BRESTO 14 17 Pl GEN

Latt dade for withadrawal of Candidature: T 15 18 Bhusbaneiwar GEMN

Date gf Pall LaTIRe

Cauming of Woness D 734

Data bafore which tha ebection shall be _ud. Stk O
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FLECTION COMMIESION OF INDIA
CENERAL FLECTRONY - 3030

ASSEMBLY CONETITUENCES IN DDITHA

ety P

Fmain OF MeaiTafion: - TRSA-I000

e Erar e By By T DTG 1
Sertin f Mordratiom | 740820040

Lot ey o ey g ] £ Dol gty : Thana 0 2a

SL AC No. AC Name

] n Nuapada

2 72 KEhariar

3 73 Umerkote

& 74 Tharigam

5 7S Nabarangour
& 75 Dabugam

7 i Lanjigarh

g T8 Junagarh

9 79 Dharemgach
i £0 Bhawanipatna
i &1 Narla

2 127 Chhatrapur
13 132 Gopalpur

14 133 Berhampur

15 134 Digapahandi
15 135 Chilkiti

17 136 Mohana

18 137 FParalakhemundi
19 138 Gunupur

20 139 Bissam Cuttack
n 140 Rayagada

2 141 Laxmipur

3 142 Kotpad

245 143 Jeypore

25 144 Koraput
26 145 Fotangi

27 146 Malkanglri

28 147 Chitrakonda

fos

O FRESS NOTE = VE0-3074

Genersd Dectlorn - 014

Datw ol Fail: 13-04-3004

Coymting of Vabes | 0408 2014
Diatw befare whith ths Eleetion thall be completed : D6-04- 7034

GEN
GEN

5T
5T

GEN
GEM

GEN

GEN

GEN
GEN

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂgﬂ

0 FRICES NOTE - 16-03-3334

ELECTION COMMIBSRON OF (NDIA
GINTAAL ELECTHONS - 2024
ASEEMBLY CONSTITUENCIES (M 0 DESHA

Schaduls HoS

Ersus af Notifoaton: 15-04-2014

Lt Bidw for filing Nominatons £ 01033034
Scrutioy of Nominatens : 03053004

Lsat dtm foow winhedravenl of Card Idating : B6-0F-1020

5L AC No. AC Name

29 1 Padampur
3o 2 Bijepur

3 3 Bargarh
3z 4 Attabira

i3 5 Bhatli
34 & Brajarajnagar
as 7 Jharsuguda
36 & Talsara
37 9 Sundargarh
38 0 Biramitrapur
39 11 Raghunathpali
a0 12 Rourkela
41 13 Rajgangpur
42 14 Bonai
43 &4 Birmaharajpur
44 65 Sonepur
45 66 Loisingha

46 &7 Patnagarh

47 k] Balangir

48 69 Titlagarh

49 70 Kantaban]i

50 82 Baliguda

At a3 G. Udayagiri
52 84 Phulbani

53 85 Kantamal

54 86 Boudh

55 1 Daspalla

56 123 Bhanjanagar
57 L1124 Polasara

58 125 Kabisuryanagar
59 126 Khalikote

60 128 Aska

] 129 Surada

62 130 Sanakhemundi
63 131 lely Hinjili

Garrenl Fher dong » 1024

Ot Full: 20033024

Coomiing af Veded : 082014
Care bafors which the efection Chall by cormpleied  08-05-7224

GEN
GEN

GEN
GEN
GEN
aT
1)

sC

5T

GEN

GEN
GEN
GEN
GEN

GEN
GEN

GEMN
GEN
GEM
GEN

GEN
GEN



ECIFRESS NOTE - 18031074 B ErPREss OTE - 16-03-2934
Grvprnl Dletlehi s 1014 Gun e Dlertiona - J074

ELECTHIN COMBUSSITIN OF INDey
GENERAL RLECTHS - 2074
ASBERELY CONTTITUENDIES IN DOURRA

et bk ArtwdulebaT

e St s, P 1504 Dt ool Pl : 25052020 Ty ol Nertaflcatinn | 07 052914 Dol Foif s Oho08- 3024
it i Vo Wiy S Py 8 L T Ceuming of Wobes | B0 D024 Lk Dk fed Rltng Momlnstinns i 18053024 Caurmting of Volw : 0062004
Sewtny o Merations 751000 ‘Tate iefors which t alertion iball be comjletad : 08-06-1024 Serutlry ol Marminations £ 15-05- 2014 Dirtn bafary which the election shall be completad ; f6-08-014
e o (-

Lt it bar withubrews | of Candidenare 1 17051034

ACHo. AC Name TYPE 5L

L AC No. ACName TYPE
B 15 Kuchlnda T 106 16 Jashipur 5T
E5 16 Rengali SC nor ar Saraskana ST
.13 17 Sambalpur GEN 108 28 Halrangpur 5T
&7 18 Rairakhaol GEN 109 28 Banagriposl 5T
5 19 Deagarh GEN 10 n Udala 5T
ES 20 Telkoi 57 im 32 Badasahi 5C
70 bl Ghaslpura GEN 112 13 Barlpada ST
ke 2 Anangdapur 5C 113 a4 Morada GEM
T2 23 Patna ST 174 is Jaleswar GEN
73 24 Keanjhar 5T 115 36 Bhograi GEN
74 25 Champua . GEMN . 116 37 Basta GEN
15 10 Karanjia 5T 117 38 Halasore GEN
7 55 Dhenkanal GEN 118 39 Remuna . 5C
il 56 ‘Hindol sC 118 40 Nilgiri GEN
78 57 Kamakhyanagar GEN 120 41 Sora SC
79 58 Parjanga GEN 121 43 Simubia GEN
BO 59 Paliahara GEN 122 43 Bhandaripokhari GEM
E 6l Talcher GEN 123 44 Bhadrak GEN
B2 a1 Angul GEN 124 45 Basudevpur GEN
£3 &2 Chhendipada SC 125 46 Dhamnagar 5C
B &3 Athamallik GEN 126 47 Chandabali : GEN
BS BT Baramba GEN 137 48 Einjharpur &C
BE EH Banki GEN 128 a9 Bari GEN
87 EQ Athagarh GEM 129 L] Barachana GEN
EE og Barabati-Curtack GEMN 130 51 Dharmasala GEM
i 21 Choudwar-Cuttack GEN LEY 52 Jajpur GEN
ed Lk Cuttack Sadar S5C 132 53 Korei GEN
i 107 Puri GEN 113 54 Suklnda GEN
%7 108 Brahmagiri GEN 134 93 Miali <
9 109 Satyabadi GEN 133 S Salipur GEN
54 110 Pipili ’ GEN 136 a5 Mahanga GEN
g5 1 Jayadev 5C 137 a6 Patkura GEN
56 112 Bhubaneswar Central {Madhyal GEN 138 97 Kendrapara 5C
57 13 Bhubaneswar Narth (Utar] GEN 139 98 Aul GEM
98 114 Ekamra Bhubaneshwar GEN 140 99 Rajanagar GEM
=] 115 Jatani GEN 141 ico Mahakalapada GEMN
100 116 Begunia GEN 142 10 Paradeep GEM

101 117 Khurda GEN 143 102 Tirtol s
102 118 Chiika GEMN 144 103 Ballkuela-Eratama GEM
102 119 Ranpur GEM 145 W04 Jagatsinghpur GEM

104 120 fhandapada Jerg™ GEN 146 105 9 Kakaput sC
105 122 Nayagarh GEN 147 106 Mimapara GEN
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Schedule Reference

e of PC3 gonvg 1o poll
bt of Netfatian:
Laxt gate for withdrawal of Candidature:

Cownting of Votex
Diste beione which the election thall be

Schedule Reference

Neoof PCs going to pall

|ssise of Notifiestion:

Lest Dute for Tiling Mominatians:
Serutiny of Nominations:

Last date far withdawal af Candidature:

Couvnting of Yotos:

Date bufore which the election shall ke
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I’ Parliamentary Constituencies x
Schedule Referenze S TCho. | e Hieme [Fee /.\fa
Schedule no 1A 1 1 Ganganagsr iC .“. —
12 r i Biangr 5L
v o P e B il . e & ctn
iua a-3034 rru
L G Bl Mo parase | 4 & Hunhuno s ? 2
Ih-a%-pea 5 5 Gikar M
Scristin £ Mot A & 6 daipur Rural GEn F
Lo ciame for wathdresad of Cangidatare: -03FIM 4 BHuTaN
904 24 7 ? dalpur iy
Case of __,_“. i £ B Alwar GEN
srielliir ] r a 9 9 Bharalpar sC
Carte bedore which the eleczion shall be B 1014 10 1 Kacaui-Dhelpur o =
Cosnphered 1 11 D 5T Reontn
12 14 Hagaer OEN m ..Hrr
2 iy EST BEwAL
_ m Vo (1 et A )
[l T | [ P T —
Eiid | Bl e -\..\\
24 13 12 Terk-Sawal Madbogus GEN
wrm—tﬂ-ﬁigﬂnl 13 14 13 Ajmer M.Mz
o off Mok Hcatcnt: a 15032004 15 15 Pali N Sehadubs Refarence Parliamentary Constituencies
Date for Fling Nominslion: PP A 6 Jedbpur s S| PCNo | PE Name T Type
...._n_" £l ul__ et as-oe mIe w Lt Rarrmer GEN Schedule no: 1A 1 1 ¢ Sikkim GEM
o withirzwal of Candicature: k3034 s M e g téo of PCa going to poll 1
Sk S ¢ T prarrR 11 15 Lidgtiir a {anee ol Motificalion: iy
iy BA-HE-134 m L Exicy L) st Brare lar fng Nomeatines: ATRFIOI
Counting of Voles. n I Chittorgarh GEN sy af i e
Dot belors which the e2eczion shall be -8 T3 2 22 Rajsamand GEN Senatan amanal T
Lty date for withdrawad of Cansdidatue: LN LK 1T
Comghstad 1 n Ahilwarn GLN Date of Fotl b
o it o] oy o Couning of Vores: LR
.___. ..m o i Ihalawaer-Baran Gy Date belore which the Flection shall be :D e OeIna
Compieted




B * SIKKIM

tepthd- Constiteney Map

g i il

BHuUTAN

B0 PRESS MOTE - TH-03-2034
Grerweenl Elections - D14

ELECTION COSMMISSION OF mDu
GENTRAL ELECTSONS - 2034
ALLEMELY CONTTITUTNCILS BN SIHETM

Sahedile Mo 1A

Fivng ol INe Gl thon ; J0-03-2074 GatwofFall: 19-04-3GT4
Lart Ciatw For fling Momdasbons : 27-00-2004 Courtin g ol Votes : Ga-08- 1074
Urruthnp of Mominationd | J803-20974 D ferlamm which the sleciion thall be comploved : 0604 1074

Lart clate for withdrwe] of Candidsnane 1 30-51-2024
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[ CEGENHD
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= ey Ml

sL AC No. AC Name TYPE
1 1 Yoksam-Tashiding BL
| 2 Yangthang GEN
3 i Maneybung-Dentam GEN
4 4 Gyalshing-Barnyak GEN
5 5 Rinchenpandg BL
& G Daramdin BL
7 7 Soreng-Chakung GEN
2} 8 Salgharl-Zoom 5C
9 ] Barfurng BL
10 10 Poklok-Kamrang GEN
1" 11 Hamchl-Singhithang GEN
12 12 Melli GEN
13 13 Namthang-Rateypani GEN
14 14 Terni-Mamphing GEN
15 15 Rangang-Yangang GEN
16 16 Tumern-Lingi BL
17 17 Khamdang-Singtam GEN
18 18 West Pendam sSC
19 19 Rhenock GEN
20 20 Chujachen GEMN
N 23 Grathang-Machang EL
¥ 2 Namcheybung GEN
23 23 Shyari BL
24 24 Martam-Aumtek BL
25 5 Upper Tadang GEN
26 16 Arithang GEN
17 27 Gangtok BL
5 28 Upper Burtuk GEN
9 9 Kabi Lungchuk BL
30 0 Djongu BL
n Ed Lachen Mangan BL
iz iz Sangha GEN
/e



TAMIE NRPU

Parllamentary Constituencles

" Patfianlentary Constituengy Nap B

Schedule Reference T e
Schedule ne: 1A 1 1 Tiruvailur 5C
He ol PC1 going to poll Bl 2 1 Chenni Narth GEM
kssue of Hatification: ToLI-A034 E] 3 Chennal South GEM
Last Date for filing Momanations: 37033078 4 4 Chennai Central GEN
Scruting ef Narminations: Ie-e5-3074 5 5 Sriperumbudur GEM
Last dlate for withdrawal of Candidature; A-0T-T024 & [ Kancherpuram ¥
Date of Poll 18-04-30740 7 1 Arakkanam GEM
Counting of Votes: BB T84 B 3 Vellars GEM
Date before which the election shall be pa0a 3074 ;] 9 Erishnagirl GEM
Completed 10 10 Oharmapuri GEM
i1 11 Tirvvannamalai GEM
1z 1z Arani GEM
13 13 Viluppuram 5C
i1 14 Kallakurichi GEN
15 15 Salem GEN
1& 1B Namakksl GEN
r 17 Eroge GEM
18 13 Tiruppur GEN
9 19 riigists st
10 0 Calmbatore GEM
21 21 Pollachi GEM
i1 12 Gindigul GEM
n n Earuf GEM
m Tiruchirappall GEM
25 15 Ferambalur GEN
16 26 Cuddalore GEN
7 ar Chidambaram i
i i Wayiladuthural GEN
29 29 Magapattinam sC
Els] i | Thanjmur EEM
n 1 Sivaganga GEN
) 12 Madurai GEN
33 L E] Thienl GEN
14 L] Virudhunagar GEN
5 5 Ramangthapuram GEN
is k1 Thaethukkudi GER
7 W% Tenkasi 5
3B kL] Tirunehoel GEN
iw 39 Eanndyakumari GEM
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Schecule ne: ) 1 1 Adisbad 5T " s il
o of PLs going o pall 1k E] 2 Peddapalle 5 J e T P BAMNGLADESH
e of mexhealion [T e 3 E Earimnagar GEN P e : _nr
Larsz Gate for filing Nominatiang: 2504308 4 4 Miramatad GEM ,FIF Lo o
Sornting of Mominatons: Thoeam 5 5 Lahlrabad GEM H_v o Z {
Lt elxte lor witherrwad of Candidpiure FLT R & & e GEN ! e — ... 4
Oarecf Pl 1hek2014 “ 7 u.__...__.““.__n_q-_..wau GEN W ] J—
Counting ef Voles: e 3 htaag iy ¢ Fd | 4
Dexte bedore which the election shal b B3 9 3 Hyderabad GEN 1 .w— L1 = |
Cowrmirted 0] Ia Chevalla GiEN L.r..lk- e
1 11 Mahbubnagas - GIN A w i Cren
12 17 Hegarturnoal 5 3 <
1 13 Halgonda GEN .M[ ..t?.c..\._._ = e
ia 14 Bhongl GIW T =
15 15 Warsrgul sC — _‘ L er e
= 16 16 Mabubababad 5t e o,
Jis 17 17 Ehammaan GIN s ik | :




Schedule Reference

Parliamentary Constltuensies

5. [reNo. [ PCMame | Type

Schedule na:

Mo of Al going to poll

e of Nordcation
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashioka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.ECI/PN/24/2024

ERESS NOTE

Dated: 16" March, 2024

Sulbject: Schedule for bye-election to 26 Assemblies Constituencies of

bad }

Bihar, Haryana, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Maharashira, Telangana,
Tripura, Uttar Pradesh and West Hengal- ref.

The Commission has decided to hold bye-elections to fill vacancies
in the following Assembly Constituencies along with General Election to Lak

Sabha 2024
_ 5. No. | Name of State Assembly Reason of vacancy
Constituency No. &
Hame .
1: Blhar 195-Agiaon(SC) Uﬁu..._.n_E__...mmmn_._. of Shri
- : Manaoj Manjil
2 26 - Vijapur Resignation of Dr. C. J.
Chavda
3. 10E - Khambhat Resignation of Shri
Chiraglcumar Arvindbhai
Patel
4. 136 - Vaghodia Resignation of Shri
Dharmendrasinh Ranubha
Gujarat Vaghela
a 85 - Manavadar Resignation of Shri
Arvindbhali Jinabhai Ladani
b. 83 - Porbandar Resignation of Shri
Arjunbhai Devabhai
Modbwadia
7. 21-Kamal Resipnalion of Shri
yana i Manohar Lal
B. Thariks 31- Gandey Resignation of Or, Sarfaraj
- Ahamad
9. 30 - Akola West Death of Shn Govardhan
IMaharashtra Mangilal Sharma alins
Lalaji
10 Tripura 7- Ramnagar Death of Shri Surajit Datta
Page L ol's
1|
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11, 136 - Dadraul Death of Shri Manavendra
Singh

12. 173 - Lucknow East | Death of Sri Ashutosh
Tandan ‘Copal Ji'

3| Uttar Pradesh | insan Death of Dr. Shiv Pratap
Yadav

14, 403 - Duddhi [ST) Disqualification of Shri Ram
Dalar

152.| West Bengnal H2-Bhagawanpola Death of Shri Idris Ali

16. 113- Baranagar Resignation of Shri Tapas
Roy

17. Telangana T1-Secunderabad Death of Ms. Lasya

Cantt.(SC) Handitha Sayvanna

18, 18 - Dharamshala Disqualification of Shri
Sudhir Sharma

19, 21 - Lahaul & Spiti | Disqualification of Shri Ravi

{5T) Thaloar
20, Himnchal 37 - Sujanpur Dizqualification of Shri
Pradesh Rajinder Rang

21. 39 - Barsar Disqualification of Shn
Inder Dutt Lakhanpal

a2, 42 - Gagret Disqualification of Shri
Chaitanya Sharma

234, 45 - Kutlehar Disqualifieatian of Shri
Devinder Kumar [Bhutto]

29, Rajasthan 165 — Bagidara (ST) | Resignation of Shri

. Mahendra Jeet Singh

Malviya

25. Karnataka 36 - Shorapur [ST) Death of Shri Raja
Venlatappa Naik

26. Tamil Nadu 233 - Vilavancode Resignatisn of 8
Vijayadharani

The Schedule for the bye elections is enclosed at Annexuare-1,

1. ELECTORAL ROLLS

Commission firmly believes that pure and updated electoral rolls are the
loundation of free, fair and credible elections. Hencs, intensive and sustained
forus is placed upon improving itz quality, health and fidelity, After the
amendment in Section 14 of the Representation of the Peaple Act-1950 by the
Election Laws (Amendment] Act-2021, there is a provision of four qualifying
dates to enroll as a voter in a year. Accordingly, the Commission condueted

P?
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the Special Summary Revision of Electoral Roll with reference 1o 1w January,
2024, as the qualifying date, wherein applications were invited from eligible
citizens =eeking registration in electoral roll with respect to 1% January, 2024
-85 the qualifying date. After time-bound completion of Speeial Summary
Revision of Electoral Rolls with reference to 1w January, 2024 as the
qualilying date, the final publication of the electoral roll has been dene on —
i S January, 2024 for Gujarat, Himachn! Pradesh and Tripura;
g} 22 January, 2024 for Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Kormataka
end Tamil Nadu;
i 23" Januery, 2024 for Uttar Pradesh and Mohareshtra: and
iv] & February, 2024 for Telangana and Rajasthan.
However, the process ol continuous updation of electoral rolls will
coatinue dll the last date of filing nominations, with respect to prorimate
qualifying date.

2. _ELECTRONIC V CHINES B VVEA

The Commission has decided to use EVMs and VVPATs in the bye-
election ia all the polling stations. Adequate numbers of EVMs and VVPATS
have been mede availahle and all steps have been talen to ensure that the
pall is conducied smoothly with the help of these mochines.

3. ENTIFICATION VOTERS

Electoral Photo ldentity Card (EPIC) shall be the maln document of
identification of a voter. However, any of the below mentioned identification
documents can also be shown &t the palling station:

Aadher Cerd,

MGNREGA Job Card,

Passbooks with photograph issued by Bank/Post Office,

Health Insurance Smart Card issued under the scheme of Ministry
of Labour,

Diriving License,

PAN Card,

Smart Card issued by RGI under NFR,

Indian Passport,

FEp
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Pension document with photograph,
Service Identity Cards with photograph issued to employees W..__.
Central/State Govi. /PSUs/Public Limited Companies, and
x, Official identity cards issued to MPs/MLAs/MLCs.
i, Unigue Disability ID ([UDID) Card, M/o Social Justice &
Empowerment, Government of India

4. MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT

The Meodel Code of Conduct shall come into force with immediate effect in
the district{s} in which the whecle or any part of the Assembly constituency
going for electon is included, subject to prevision of the instruction vide
Commission's  letter No.  437/6/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024/(BYE
ELECTIONS) dated 020 January, 2024 (available on the Commission's

website].

5. INFORMATION REGARDING CR
Candidates with criminal entecedents are required to publish
information in this regard in newspapers and through Television channels an

_three occasions during the campaign period. A palitical party that sets up

candidates with criminal antecedents is also required to publish information
about eriminal background of its candidotss, both on its websile and alse in
newspapers and Television channels en three cecasions.

Commission vide its letter No. 3/4/2019/SDR/Vol. IV dated 16%
September, 2020 has directed thet the period specified will be decided with
three blocks in the following menner, so that electars have sufficient time two
know nbout the background of such condidates:

a.  Within first 4 days of withdrawal.

b. Between next S~ g™ days,

c.  From 9@ day till the last day of campsign (the second day prior to date
of poll}

{flustration: If the last date for withdrowal is 0™ of the month and poll is on
24% of the Month, the first block for publishing of declaration shall be done
between |1 gnd 4% of the Month, second and third blocks shall be betueen
15% and 18" and % and 2244 gf that Month, respectively.)
Faprd of
y e
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ANNEXLIRE
| leetlon to Twenty-Six (26) Assembly Conatitucncies of Bilnr, Gujarzt, Horyana, Himachal Pradesh Jharkhand, Karmataks
Tihatale i hye-sisction Ml.l:.nrnnll:rt!l, I}Iﬁ:.l. Tll.’;:ll Nadu, T-tlul';am. poh‘.}l:{ Dittar P‘giilh' mnd %ﬂ;. Bengal . o & "
Fhases/Scheduls Schedula 1 Schedule 2 Ech=dula 3 Bchednls 4 Sechedule 83 Hebeduia 5 Achedula T
for farx lar far for ) far far
7= 30 - Akals West | 26 - Vijapur, L36 - Dadrayl  [1- Gandey 2 - Gainand [193-Aginon{=C)
[Tripura), (Mabarashtzal | &)-Forbandar [Uttar Prodesh) [Tharkhand], [Cttar e
E5-Manavadar FPredewh)
106~ Khembhat [T1- 173 - Luckngw | 2)-Karnal 03 - Duddnl (5] |
233~ 165-Dagidara 136 = Vaghedia Secunderanad  Fast [Margans]  [Uttar Pradesh)
Viluvancode, {8T} ({Bujarnt] [Cantt {SC) |[lh'hn- Pradead] 18 - Charamshala,
{Tamll Madu) | (Rajasthan] I5Ehorapur | DoADEALS] 41 - Lahaul & Spiti
=0 "
e [Harnataha) N7 - Sujanper,

B2- (19 — Barsar,

Bhaguwangola - Gagret,

[Weat Bengail A3 - Kutlehar
iHimachal Pradeah)
113-Barunagar
(Weot Bengal]

Diate of Isstiz of 20,03.20249 78.03.2024 12,04,2024 1B.05.2024 9804 905+ 29.04.202% 07.05.902¢ |
Grzette Notification | (Wednesday) [Thuraday) (Friday} Mhuzsday) {Friday} Monday) Mueaday)
Last Date of 27.00.2021 04.04.3024 19.0% 2624 25.04.9024 03.05 202+ 06.05.2024 14.05.2024
Nominatisad [Wednesday) [Thursday] {Friday] Thuraday) {Friday] {Menday) [Tuesday|
Cate for Scrutiny of | 28.03.202% 05.04. 20324 20.04.2024 26.04 2024 04.05.2024 | 07.05.2024 15052024
Nominaticria (Thureday) {Fridmy] [Saharday] {Friday) [Saturday| [Tucaday] {Wedneaday)
Last Dane for ; 30.03.2024 08.04.2024 12.04.2024 29.04.2024 0A052024 | ©£9.05.2004 17052024
Withdrawal o [Sanurday] {Mandayj {Menday| (Menday) {Monday) Mhursday] [Friday)
pandidatures
Dae of Pall 19.042024 | 26042024 | 07.05.2004 13.052024 | 20052024 | 25052024 01.06.2024
{Friday| {Friday| Maesday) {Monday) {Monday) (Sarurduy) [Saturday]
Date of Counting 04.06.9024 04,06, 9024 04.06,2024 .06, 2024 04.06.2024 04,06, 2024 04.06.2024
[Tueaday) [Tueaday] (Tuesday) [Tuesdny) {Tuendny) [Pueaday} [Tussday]
Crate before which
ghection ahnll be Db 06, 3024 00.06.2024 CE.06.20%4 06.06.2074 06, 06,2024 06.06.2024 06,06.2024
completed (Thursdey) (Thursduy) Mhuraday) 1 {Thuracay) {Thursday) Thurday]




